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first =erved by a railway. [ thought the
Albany-Denmark Railway, which iz open-
ing up considerable settlement and which
will he Lo the people at Denmark Inlet
and 0 thouwsands at  Albany a great

benetit, would have been taken over. The
Government Dbave already bought the
line. and the consent of Parliament is
the enly thing wanting, Therefore a Bill
with that ohject could well have heen
brought  inle (he  House hetore  this

Bill. 1 have no reason to doubt ihe
intentions of the Government in 18gard
to thix marter. hut when my constituents
are clamouring | am not in a position at
this momenl to say what wmy duly would
be in reference to the DPort Hedland-
Marble Bar Railway if their requesis
were neglecied. 1 am not going to do
ax was done last session, when several
Bills  were  bunched (ogether and the
strongest opposition was made to the
passing of one Bill in preference to
anather, [ am on this matter going to
trust the Govermment and allow them to
confirm the emmpact given to the provinee
I represent by securing the sanction of
arlinment at an early date for the pur-
chase of the Denmark Railway. then
we would know where we are in regard
tn that watter. T eannot say [ have
pleaswre  in supperting a  speculative
railway in (hese times when economies
are being effected, and when we have
such diffienlties ahead; but it is in these
times that we need courage, and the Go-
vernment e perhaps doing a bold and
oend thing in pushing forward a public
wark like this. [t is a big thing and a
momentous  thing in the interests of
Western Australia. If this one line
fails it will be another white elephant to
add 1o the already numerons ones we
have in this State.
Quesiion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ADJOURRNMENT.

The House adjourned al 8.30 o'clock,
until the next day.
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Pravers.

PAPERS PRESENTED
By the Premier @ Purchase ot Motor
Launches by Government.

QUESTION — ENGUINEER'S
TERS. GERALDTON,
Alr. T. L. BROWN asked the Minister
for Railways : 1. On whose recommenda-
tion has the resident engineer’s office and
adjoining cotlage been made into a resi-
dence for the resident engineer at Ger-
aldton ? 2. What has been the cost of
same, and what amount of rent will the
department draw for same ? 3. What
has been the cost of alteration to cotiage
fitted up for foreman of way and works
in lieu of above eottage taken over for
resident engineer, and what rent will the
department drvaw for same 7 4 Is it a
fact that application has heen made for
the lease of offices now occupled by
Lands Department, also the resident mag-
istrate’s room, for the use of the resident
engineer 9 5. If so. what will be the
amount of rent paid for same, and cost
of fitting up same, including telephone 7
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, On the recommendation of
the Chief Engineer of Existing Lines,
based on the representations of the Resi-
dent Eugineer. 2. {a) Cost “f. altern-

QUAR-
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tions in cvonneetion with conversion jute
residence to 21st August, 1907, £36 ds.
94d.; estimate fo complete, £13 7s. Sd.;
1otal, £50 2¢. 5d. (b)) 22s. 6d. per week.
3, (a) Cost of alterations and additions,
£25 8z, Od, (b.) 10s. per week. 4,
Yes. 5, {¢) Negotiations not yet com-
pleted. (b.) Estimated at £12 5s.

QUESTION—MINT OUTPUT AND
PROFIT.

Mr. H. BROWN asked the Premier :
1. Has his aftention been drawn fo the
working results of the Perth Mint dwr-
ing 1906 as detailed in the Morning Her-
ald of 27th August 7 2. What has been
the gain on Mint operations paid to the
Treasury during the last three years ?
3. What proportion of the raw gold pro-
duced in the State during these three
years was received and dealt with by the
Perth Mint 2 4. What increased annual
gam to the Treasury might be expected,
based on the results of the last three
years, if all the vaw bullion produced in
this State was given the Mint for ireat-
ment?
immediate consideration the measures
necessary to secure to the Perth Mint the
whole of the raw bullion ontput of this
State ¢

The PREMIER replied : 1. Yes, 2.
Gain on Mint operations paid to Treas-

ury :—
1904 £16,738 6 1
1905 12,769 2 7
1966 10071 4 2

£39575 13 S

3. Proportion of mw gold dealt with at
the Perth Mint :—

1904 59 per cent,
1905 66 per cent,
1906 70 per cent.

4. If all the raw gold produced were sent
to the Aint the revenue would be in-
creased by abount £35,000 a vear. 5. The
matter is under consideration.

QUESTION—LICENSING PROSECU.
TION, GERALDON,

Mr. T. L. BROWX asked the At-
torney General : 1, Has the recent pro-

2 Will the Government take into -
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secution ot Ceraldten under (he Licens-
ing Aet, in which Mr. Elhert was fined
heavily, been brought wnder fhe Min-
ister’s notice 7 2, If so, is it the in-
tentton to make any refund of such
fines, or make any farther inguiries into
the said prosecution 9 3, Is he aware
that since the case was dealt with
Ingpecior Lee has vigiled the hotels at
Geraldton, and while visiting two of said
houses he took a conslable with him, and
dismissed the constable hefore visiting the
other? 4, Tf not, will he have inquiries
made as to who asked for or who ordeved
the econstable to go with the inspector
on s visit to the said hotels, and why
he was required ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, No. 2, Answered by one. 3, Yes
4, Tt is not necessary to make inquiry.
The constable accompanied the inspector
{0 secure corrohorative evidence,

QUESTION—EDUCATION DEPART-
MENT, MARRIED WOMEN EM-
PLOYED.

Mr, BATH asked the Minister for Ed-
ucation : 1, Is he aware that there are
a number of married wowmen, with hus-
bands holding good positions, in the em-
ploy of the Xdueation Depariment 3
2, Does the employment of such married
women militate against the promotion of
other teachers not similarly situated ?
3, If so, will the Minister eause inquiries
to he made into the matter 2

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied : 1, T am not aware that such
is the case. There are married women
in the serviee of the Department—(a) in
charge of small schools ; (b) as relieving
teachers engaged from week to week ;
{¢) and a few of the older teachers who
have been many yvears in the service, and
vetain the positions they formerly held.
2, No. 3, Answered by Nos, 1 and 2.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL  DE-
PARTMENT APPOINTMENTS.
Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for

Agriculture : 1, When do vacancies for

officers in the Agrieunltural Department,

including the Agrieultural Bank, oceur ?
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2, Ave the vacancies made known by pub-
lic advectisement 7 If nor, why uot ?
3, Did all applicants for any office, ensual
or otherwise, in the department, snbmit
their applications for any office applied
for to the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner 7 4, Has any officer been ap-
poiited without having his application
placed hefore the Public Serviee Com-
missioner ¥ 5, If so, do suceh ollicer
or officers hold important positions in the
department, and what was the reason the
appointiment was not wmade by the Pub-
lie Serviee Commissioner 7

The HONOQRARY MINISTER re-
plied : 1, Vacancies are submitted to
the Public Service Commissioner, who
directs the manner, under the Regula-
tions, in which they shall be filled. They
are advertised by the Publie Servie Com-
missioner when neeesary. 2, Answered
by No. 1. 3, Yes. With the exeeption
of applicavts for easual empioyment,
who are not deemed to be pubhe ser-
vants under the Act. 4, No. §, Vide
No, 4.

QUESTION-PHOSPHATES PROS-
PECTING, HOW ASSISTED.
Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Agriculture 1 Has he any intention of
assisting flinancially, by  Govermment
grant or subsidy, or in any other manner
out of publie funds, any company or in-
dividuals who are now or have previously
been engaged in prospeeting for © phos-
phates” in the Recherche Archipelago
ar other islands ¢ If so, who are the
company or individuals, and on what
grounds are they heing assisled and to

what amount 2

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2 (u) The Anstralian
Phozphates Co., Ltd. ; (b) To prospect
for rock phosphates known to exist;
(#} An advance to the extent of £300 on
the basis of £ for £ paid by the Com-
pany as the work of prospeeting pro-
gresses.

QUESTION—LAND BOARD DE-
CISIONS.

My, H. BROWN, for Mr. Hardwick,

asked the Minister for Lands : On what

principle do the local Tand Board give
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their decision between contending ap-
plicants for land ?

The MINISTER® FOR LANDS re-
plied @ As no specilic instance is given,
I can answer only generally.  On the
priveiple of giving the land to the appli-
cant whoe from the  evidence  appears
most eligible. or to have the strongest
claim to i1,

MOTION—FACTORIES AND EARLY
CLOSING INSPECTIONS, RE-
TURN. :

On wotion by e Froy, ordered :

That there he laid upon the table of the
Flouse a return showing—1, The nuam-
ber of Faetory and early closing inspee-
tions made by Inspectors Bradshaw and
Fleming sinee 31st Decewber, 1905, 2,
The names of Health Officers o1 Loeal
Board of Health Ofticers who have
heen appointed Inspectors under the Fae-
taries and Early Closing Aets. 3, The
fofal number of  luspections made Dby
such officers sinee (heir appointment, to-
geiher with the number of reports sub-
mitted to the Chief Inspector. 4, The
ameunt of overiime worked by oflicers
in the Department sinee its establish-
ment or for the past lwelve months. 5,
A st of registered and unnvegisteved fae-
tories in the State, with the date of the
last visit of an Inspecter. G, An approxi-
mate statement showing the number of
scheduled and unschedunled shops coming
under the purview of Inspectors.

PAPERS—POLICE SERGEANT
HOULAHAN.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill), who
had moved for the production of papers
coneerning the services of Police Sergeant
Houlahan in the police foree, said that as
the Premier had stated the House wonld
have an apportunily of seeing the papers,
he did not intend to deal farther with
this motion now, but would inspect the
papers before faking action.

RETURN—TOCOMOTIVES, SALE
AXND COST.
Mr. T.- H. BATH (Brown
moved —
That there be laid npon the table of

the House a Return showing—1. The num-

Hill}
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ber of locomotives sold by the Govern-
ment from 1900 to the present date, with
the name of the purchaser, and the price
paid in each case. 2. Whether all the
locomotives thus disposed of have been
paid for. 3. The cost of repairing euch
locamotive, prior to purchase, and by
whom horne. 4. The first cost of each
locomotive to the Department.
He said the Minister for Mines bad stated
he was willing to supply this return, so
discussion was unnecessary.

Question put and passed.

The Minister for Mines laid on the
{able the papers usked for in the return.

" MOTION—STATE BATTERY,

WILUNA,
Mr. J. B. HOLMAN (Muwrchison}
noved—

That «ll papers in connection with the
Wiluna Staie Batiery be placed on the
table of the House,

He had been induced to present the mo-
tion owing to the fact that there had been
a number of complainis in connection with
the warking of the hattery at Wiluna.
These complaints had been forwarded to
the department. bul up to the present
time he had received no reply to the lei-
ters he had written. although some time
aro the Minister promised he would have
ceriain information supplied to him. He
desired to see the papers in order to as-
certain whal had heen done with the com-
plaints.  [Minister for Mines : How far
back were the derails required for?] The
infurmation he desired applied to the last
twn years. The dissatisfaction at the
management of the battery was so acute
that a larre number of men would not
erush there under the present conditions
and wilh the present manager. Grave
disabilities were placed on the inen in
thai part of the State owing to the un-
satisfactory treatment of evamde sands
and slimes. In a great many instances
at Wiluna fifty per cent. of the gold went
away in the sands and slimes and, in
his opinion. the Government should erect
a c¢yanide plant at the battery. There
was a plant there owned by a private in-
dividual, but he also had given great dis-
satisfaction. Complaints had been made
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that the manager of the baliery and the
owner of the eyanide plant bhad been
working in conjunction with one another.
TUp to the present time, kowever, those
complaints had not been substantiated,
Some tine ago a petition setting forth the
complaints of the prospectors and signed
by almost every worker in that part of
the State was sent down to the Minister.
Although that was some months ago he
had not yet received an acknowledgment
of the receipt of the petition, nor any
mformation as to how the matter was
being dealt with. Wilnna was one of
the farthest out goldfields of the State,
and in _ sueh cireuwmstaneces complaints
conting from that guarter should receive
more, and not less, favourable considera-
tion  than these from persons living
nearer to the metropolis who were better
circumstanced generally. At Wiluna the
workets laboured under great dicabilities
and he hoped the department would give
themn better appliances for the treatment
of the sands and slimes. He admitted
that no matter what kind of mawager was
put in charge of a hattery someone was
sure to growl, but he had never hefore
heard of a ease where evervone in the
distriet eomplained of the manager. It
was a matter for regret that where com-
plaints had been made in the past against
the manager, the oifficial appointed to
make inquiries had poune first of all to
the battery manager instead of to the
prospectors, and had refused to adopt
the point of view of the latter. When
numerous eomplaints were received as to
a batiery, the department should send an
officer unknown to the hattery manager to
make inquiries eoncerning the whole
affair. He did not make any charge
against the manager in question, and all
he knew definitely was that grave dis-
satisfaction existed. He wanted to see
what he eould do to remedy the position.
(Minister for Mines : Remove some of
the prospectors.] It seemed to him prob-
able that the acts of the Minister would
result in mauy of the prospectors having
to leave the distriet, and possibly leave the
State. About 40 of these men signed a
petition, and certainly he would much
rather remove the one man against whom
such objection was taken, than remove the
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40 prospeetors who were doing good work
in that far distant part of the fields.
Owing to the action of the Minister in
failing to look after the department as
he should, such difficulties had been
placed in the way of the prospectors that
they could no longer remain there. He
contended that when an bmportant matter
was forwarded to any department, it was

a ecourtesy due to the member for the-

district that he should receive a reply and
obtain information as to what had been
donewith regard to the complaints lodged,
instead of heing allowed to remain in
ignoranee ag to what was being done. Un-
less this eonduct on the part of the Mini-
sters and departments were altered there
was sure to be far more acrimonions dis-
cussion in the House than there shounld be.
Ministers should try to show due respeet
to the members for the districts.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : There was no objeetion to
the papers asked for being laid on the
table of the House. In reply to the
remarks made by the hon. member he
would refer briefly to the complamnt made
coneerning the battery which was situated
many miles distant from the railway sys-
tem of the State. There had been many
complaints, some of which were conched
in respectful terms and others in terms
not so respectful. Serious complaints
had been made against the manager of
the battery, and on two, if not three,
distinet oceeasions he had caused inquiries
to he made by membhers of the staff in
whom he had every confidence. Mr. Howe,
inspector of batferies, had proceeded to
Wiluna, aud had made investigations in
regard to the complaints made by certain
prospectors, and since then another offi-
cer had made ingniries into practiecally
the same malter. In every instanece in
which inquiry had been made the manager
had been exonerated, and it was therefore
his duty, seeing that the manager was a
man in whom the department had confi-
dence, and there having been reports
made by two different officers of the de-
partment, to arrive at the conelusion that
the manager was carrying out his duties
in 2 proper manner. There were oe-
casions when it was ascertained that in
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certain  districts there existed small
cliques which were endeavouring to obtain
control of the Governiment plant, and the
impression he had formed with regard to
the present case was that a certain sec-
tion desired to get gveater power in eon-
nection with the running of the Wiluna
plant than was allowed by the regula-
tions, and that this was causing the
trouble. If the hon. member desired to
see the reports submitted by the depart-
mental officials, he could ecertainly have
them. He did not know that discourtesy
had been shown by the department in the
direction of not answering ecommuniea-
tions, bat surely the hon. member did not
expect that he (the Minister} could sit
dowu and write those replies hinmself. He
would never have time to do that sort of
thing. One would think that when a
member requived a special report which
had been made ¢oncerning a matter affect-
ing his district, he would ring up the de-
partment and ask for a copy. If the
hon. member had done that in the present
case he would have received copies of the
reports. The department were only too
pleased always to give a member for the
distriet the fullest information on mat-
ters of that desertption, and if the mem-
ber for Murehison asked for reports,
he could have seen them and decided
whether to place full reliance on the eom-
plaints which had been made or uphold
the management of the battery. Tt was
quite possible that had the member seen
the reports Le would have felt that in
the present instance the prospectors of
the district were to blame. Ie wonld
only be too pleased to place the papers
on the Table of the House. Whether or
not it was owing to the action of a certain
section of the community of Wiluna he
did not know, but the manager of the
battery had recently resigned from the
position and it rather looked as if this
result was brought about by the action
taken. Tt had heen his intention to make
alterations so far as the various managers
were concerned, and to shift them about
from district to district, as he thonght
it unwise to allow a man to remain in
one distriet for a great lenglh of time.
It had heen proposed to make certain
alterations at Wiluna. A new manager
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would in the ordinary course have gone
np there. but when the eomplaint was
lodeed by a cerfain section of the local
commumity and the manager had been
exonerated by the official report, he had
thonrht it would refleet on ihai officer if
they moved him from Wilupa at that
time. However. the officer had now re-
signed, and a new man would have to
he sent up in his place. There was no
uhjection to placing the papers on the
table : and though it might not have been
the intention of the wover to reflect in
any sense on the manager of the mine,
it was to be hoped that any sueh im-
pression would now be removed, after
what he {the Minister) had «aid. Se far
as was shown by the reports, the manager
had discharged his duties faithfully. The
papers would bhe laid on the table as
speedily as possible.

AMr. HOLMANX (in reply as mover) : It
had noi been his intention to reflect on the
wanager, who at v rate during lis fivst
year's service at Wiluna did good work.
and it was not until the evanide plani
was let to a private individual that eaunse
for complaint arose. His desire was
werely to point o warning  against (he
letfing of evanide plants to private indivi-
duals, this practice heing often a ecanse
of serious complaint in eonnection with
State balteries.  The manager having now
resigned his pesition, it was not necessary
to follow the subject so far as he might
olherwise have dome.  The manager had
during part of the time shown he was a
good workman and did his work weil; but
towards the end of his term the lease-
holders and prospectors were, without ex-
ception, disappointed at the manner in
whicl bix duties were performed, As for
the respectability of the complaints made.
e had hinself perused the complaints
and investieated them on the spot, there-
fore he was sorry Lo hear the Minister
guestion their respectability. None that
had eome through him were questionahle
in that respect. Those men were in the
habit of speaking pretty plainly and
strongly when thex had oceasion to make
complaint.  One  one  oceasion  he  was
asked by the leaseholders to meet them in
order that this matter might he placed
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betore lim,  He met the leaseholders as
desirved, ond afterwards received a ost
insulting letter trom the wanager of ihe
State battery. complaining that the meet-
ing had been held without his having been
advised.  To that letter he sent a suitable
reply. as in his opinion it was not withis
the provinee of a State baitery manager
to dictate to the member tor the district
as to when and where he was to imeet his
constituents.  That was ihe only ocea-
sion on which he had personal reason to
complain of the manager, amd then he
was able (o take his own part. He was
pleased 1hat the Minister agrecd to place
the papers on the table, and baped the
result of the motion would be that in the
fuiure more favourable treatntent would
be meted out to the leaseholders and pro-
spectors, and that the people of that dis-
triet would bhe supplied with evaniding
facilities whicli should have been given
them years ago
Queslion put and passed.

MOTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
WORKSHOPS.

:s to Tenders for Waorks.
Mr. . BROWNXN (Perth) moved—

That there be laid upon the Table of
tlee Haouse a refurn furnishing wt account
of all engineering and ironfounding work
carvied oul Gy the Fremuantle Harbour
Waorks for departments other than their
ot fur a period of two months from 1st
My, 1907, and the price charged for such
work; also staling whether the local en-
gineering firms had an opportunily of
quoting for same, and if so, when.

The reason for the motion was that
serious complaint had been made by the
Chamber of Manufactures as to the
manner of ecalling for tenders for this
class of work. The debate in thizs House
last evening ovn the industries of the
State bore on this subject in thisx way.
that until within a few moaths ago the
practice was to obtain quotations from
engineering firms in Perth. ke thought
also in Fremantle, for engineering work
required by the Publie Warks Depart-
nent.  This practice had latterly ceased,
to the extent that where formerly bwo
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or three inquiries per day were made as
to quetations for work, sueh inquiries
now were noi more than one in a fort-
night. The State workships at Fremantle
now did practically all the iron-foundry
work for the Public Works Department;
and now when times were dull, those per-
sons who had put considerable sums of
money into the engineering business com-
plained that they were debarred from ob-
taining a share of this braneh of Govern-
ment work, which they were auxious to
seeure s0 as to obtain some retwm om
their eapital outlay.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon, J. Price} could not exactly under-
stand the intention of the mover; but if
the papers were placed on the table, mem-
hers would be able to satisfy themselves
that quotations were asked for in regard
to all impertant work carried out in the
public workshops  at  Fremantle. The
motion ealled for “a rveturn furnishing
an account of all engineering and iron-
founding work carvied out by the Fre-
mantle Harbour Works for departments
other than their own for a period of
iwo months.” The Fremantle workshops
formed portion of the Publiec Works
Department; and waz he to understand
that the wover required a return showing
all the work done in those workshops for
departments other than the Public Works
Nepartment ?

Mr. H. Brown: All departments other
than the Harbour Works.

The MINISTER: The workshops did
nol. Felong to the Harbour Works. In
the present forme of the motion it wounld
he most difliculi to prepare the return,
inasimueh as he tailed to understand what
departinents were intended other than the
Fremantle Harbour Works., If the
mover would clearly state what was de-
sired, he (the Minister) would gladly
have the papers laid on the table, Ie
had officially dealt with deewments sug-
westing thai quotations be obtained for
several items, and as he had approved the
recomumendations it would be seen that
opporiunity was thus given to private

firms and individuals to secure some
of the work. He desired, however,
to add that in eonnection with some
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of the work deme in  the work-
shops, quotations  might nol  have
heen obtained, the urgeney of the work
not permitting of quotations heing called
for, 1f the papers were made available
the mover would find that his supposi-
tion seareely eovered the methods adopted
i the departinent in this watter, Would
the mover indieate clearly the nature of
the retwrn desired 7

Mv. H. BROWN (in reply as mover) :
After the Minister’s explanation, it was
apparent that any motion introduced by
himm  was always wisonderstood by
Ministers, and that every such motion
would be opposed.

The Minister for Works : The Gov-
crnment were not oppoesing the motion.

Mr. H. BROWN ; In the cireum-
stances, he asked permission to withdraw
the mation.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MOTION—-MANUFACTURING IN-
DUSTRIES, CONDITIONS IN
WEST AUSTRALIA.

To Inquire by Select Commiitee.

Mr. H, DAGLISH (Subiaco) moved-—

That a Select Committee be appointed
te inguire into the condition of Westarn
Australian  Monufacturing  Industries,
witle « view to uscertain—

.y Phe condition of existing indus-
trigs and the possibility of assisling their
exrpunsion, :

(2.) The possibility of establishing new
tneiustries,

(3.) The methods by which the fore-
going objects can be achieved.

(+.) The cause of any recent decline
wilich may have oceurred in existing in-
dustries.

(2.) The reason why the number and
importance of our indusirial establish-
ments hate nol grown proportienately
with the increase of our population,

He said :  In reecommending this inquiry

to the consideration of the House, T do

not desire to initinte what might be n long
and elaborate discussion on the question
of protection versus free-trade. or the

State’s  relationship to the Common-
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swealth ; both of which subjeets, however,
must mare or less bear on any inquiry
of this nature. I take it for granted
that cvery member will adwmit the de-
sirnbility of as far as possible establish-
ng industries to provide local work, and
by doing su produee what may be re-
quired for local eonsumption. It has
been repealedly asserted that Wesiern
Australia s withont manufactories. 1t
was asserted no lenger ago than  last
nicht, and unfortunately there is a large
degree ot truth in the statement that
Western Austealia  has  comparatively
few manufacturing establishients. There
3s therefore urgent necessity for devising,
if possible, some method of establishing
such industries as we reasonably expect
to ke fownd in our midst, and of
strepgthening those already established.
Tt las been shown in this House during
the present session that some of the ex-
isting  industriex ave languishing, and
varions reasons bave been assigned for
that facl. I do not desire on this oecea-
gion to offer any theory. In urging this
inquivy, my desire is to impress on mem-
hers the desirability of geiting away
from  abstract  theories on this hmpor-
tant matter and gettinz down to the bed-
rock of facl, because it is only by getting
down to the bedrock of admitted fact
that we can hope to find any remedy for
existing evils or any means of strength-
eniny an existing 2ood. 1 take it that all
of us are federal in spirit and desirous
of assisting Australian industries in their
establishment, their encouragemeni, and
their expansion ; and that we are de-
sirous, =0 far as the objeet can be
achieved, of eslablishing, encouraging,

amd  expanding  those industries  in
Western Australia,.  We recognise, and

in vy opinion we shonld reeognise, that
our first duty to the Commonwealth is to
make owr own State as prosperous, as
thriving, and as populous a Stale as
possible.  The whole continent eannot be
prosperous, if industries exist only on
one side of it ; the nation cannot be-
eome great, if one-third of its territory
be comparativelv small in  population
and slight in importance, especially if
that portion of its territory be urgently
in need of population if only for the
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purposes of delence, because of its prox-
imiy to what may at sume future time be
the honme of an enemy. All these con-
siderations suggest themselves as justi-
fieation for this motion. In regard fo
the details upon whieh 1 think the com-
nmittee should =eek information, 1 have
endeavoured Lo make them clear fo mem-
bers in the wording of the motion. It
may he alleged that there is no possi-
hility of Western Australia followingin

ithe footsteps of mne or two of the
Eastern States and fostering her in-

dustries by profective measures. We all
know that the most thriving industries
of the East were built up by the system
of inter-State eustoms duties, that the
State that has the largest and inost
thriving industries built them up by an
action that now is regarded as an allo-
ezether wrong action on the part of any
Ausiralian State, by following a prac-
tice that was altogether opposed to the
Federal spirit ; and we recognise that
at present, whelher we desire to show
the Federal spirit o not, in that respect
we are -debarred from showing an uu-
federal spirit by the Federal Constitu-
tion. In other words, if we recognise
that indusiries can only be buili up by
a prolective tariff against a sister State
we arve debarred hy the terms of the
union from adopting that course, a course
of aection that was adopted throughout
Australia for 40 years, from 350 vears
ago until as late as 10 years ago, and
which during the 4} years was not only
justified on public platforms, but was
justifiedd by the action of two or three
of the Australian States. However
while we are without the pewer of adopt-
ing this method of building up our in-
dustries whieh has proved so snecessfui
elsewhere, it seems to me quite possible
that an inquiry of the sort asked for
may satisfy some of us that perhaps
there is a degree of truth and wisdom in
some of the remarks that fell from the
Leader of the Opposition last night when
he told ns we had hope of gaining by a
prolective tariff that would in the frst
instance more larzely advantage tnnse
Easlern  States  that  had  already
larce manufaciuring industries. It is
possible there may he [aund a melliod
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of giving fuch degree of stimuolus, suely
degree of enconragemeut hy the State to
onr industries  as  shalll materially
strengthen those that emist and shall
materially hasten the establishment of
others that to the present we lave not.
1 would not like to think that the future
of Western Australin with regard fo in-
dnstrial  enterprize  was  entirely hope-
les=<, that Wesiern Anslralin is forr all
time Lo be ddeharred tfrom nmnefactor-
ihe within itx own  borders what  are
needed for the requirements of s own
market.  Then undoubtedly tle popula-
tion of thiz State. depending ax it must
on flhe slow  inereaxe of people en-
gaged in its primary indusiries. must
necesarily alway remain  comparatively
sparse, must at all eveats develop bul
slowly, and the very existence of our
large metropolitan population s
serionsly endangered. T hope that a select
committee investigating this question will
find that there ave other means than
those which have been so far hinted at,
or have been dizecovered and applied for
the purpose of stimulating wanufae-
tures  in Western  Auwstralia, and
encouraging  the  establishment of
new  manufactures in the  State,
But apart from the practical results that
may atiend the deliberations of such a
committee, the mere discovery of dataon
this question, so vexed a guestion at the
present moment in Western Australia,
would of itself be valuable in enabling
ns to kuow how to deal with the Federal
anthority should we at any time in the
near future he forced to make nego-
tiations with a view to getting greater
consideration at the hands of the Federal
authorities than we have to the present
time received. I do not intend to
traverse ground I have already covered
in former speeches in this House ; I do
not intend to traverse ground that to a
large extent was covered by members
who took part in last night’s discussion ;
I think I have said enough to justify
my asking the favourable consideration
of hon. members, and particularly that
of the Government, to this motion, which
I therefore submit in the hope that it
will meet with the assent of a majority
il not the whole of the members.

Koyal Commission.

Mr, W. C. ANGWIN : T second the
motion,

The PREMIER (Hon., X. 5T, Moore} :
The watier eovered by the motion is one
which iz very important, and which is
well worthy of being made the subjecl of
inquiry hy a seleet commnitiee, or even by
a Roval Commisgion. The debate iast
evening traversed to some extent this
question, aml there i= no denving the fact
that many of ouwr dnstries have not
heen what they were when Federation
was inaugurated, but if a seleet com-
miltee is appointe it is  questionable
whether it will he able to devote the
amount of time neeessary to make the
inguiries that are set ont in the motion,
A limited amount of time only would be
available {o the commitiee to make these
fnquiries, whercas in  order that the
inquiry should be at all valuable it must
he a searching ome, and must entail a
considerable amount of detailed ques-
tioning, 3¢ that T am rather inelined to
think that a seleel committee would
liardly be able to bring out the informa-
tion the hen. mewher {5 desirons of
obtaining.  The Government do not in-
tend to oppose the motion; but as 1 say,
it is questionnble whether thiz informa-
tion ecan be obtained by a seleet eom-
mittee, and if any member is prepared
te propose that a Royal Commission he
appointed te inquire into these: matiers
the Government will have no objection.
[t ix something we might very well spend:
a few hundred pounds upon, and in the
circumstances T think it would be advis-
able i the words “ Roval (ommission®
were: substituted fov  seleet committee.”

Amendment, « Commission.

Mr, J. EWING (Collie): I think that
if a select eomittee is appointed the
attention giverr hy members of the seleet
committee to this matter will' militate
against the altention they ean give to
matters before this House. | therefore
move as an amendinent —

That the words “select commitiee” he
struel out and *Ropal Commission” in-
serted in lieu.

I helieve that it will take a considerable
time Lo gel the information asked for by
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mwember. It is o matler io
members of the Conmnission
must  zive their  earnest
consideration. | feel sare that there ave
wembers ot this House who would be
willing to zive their services on a Royal
Commission  wilhout  remuneration, hut
perhaps the Government may desire to
go outside the House and get execellent
men for the Commission.  OF course it
mewhbers of the Honse are appoinded it
rests with themw whether thev receive re-
nmneralion or nol.  Perhaps the House
will agree with the amendment. [ be-
lieve the business on the Notice Paper is
quite suflicient Lo accupy the atlention of
moenthers.  There nre already several
welect committees, mml while 1 feel (hat
thi= matter 1s of sweli great importance
1o the House and 1o Weslern Ausiralia
that there should be an inquiry, I helieve
that the ngquiry should take the form of
a Royal ‘mimmission.

the  hon.
which the
er comnnttee

Mr. SPEAKER: [t is not within the
provinee of the House te move that a
Roval Commission should be appointed,
The amendment should be pui in (he
following words:—

That the werds “ a select commiltee”
he struek out, and the following in-
serted in lieu: *“ In the upinion ot thig
House a Raval Comnission should.”

Does that meet with the approval of the
hon. member?

Mr. Ewing: Yes.

Mr. T. H BATH (Brown Hill): I
find it dilficult to understand the attitude
of the Premier in regard (o ihe motion
in view of his opposition to ile motion
moved by me last Wednesday, and to
the amendnrent tabled on that occasion hy
the member for Subiaeo; because hy
reason aof the attitude taken up by mem-
bers here, and also by the general public,
it is plain that the investigations of the
comnmittee or Roval Commission. which-
ever is decided on, will largely centre
round the objects which were included
in the motion I moved and in the amend-
ment moved hy the member for Nubiaco,
The objection of the Premier to
my previonws mation  for an  inquiry
was au  the erumds  of the ex-
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pense  of he inquiry., but here we
findl  him  acqniescing  in a  propesal
which will invalve & much larger expen-
diture, 1 Dbelieve that in view of the
business we have hefore us and in view
of the seleet committees already appoin-
ted it would he dillicui for members of
any  seleet  commitiee, should one he
appointed. to wive the time necessary tor
this investization, or to do it in a
thorough manner. So far as a Royal
Commission i concerned, T think the
expense of =ueh a Commission could be
avaoided, while at the same time we could
seeure maeh of ile information neces-
sary to enable members to furm an in-
telligeni opinion on  this question, I
believe that frowm the various organisa-
tions—the Chamber of Commeree and
the Chamber of Manutactures, and those
interested from the workers’ point of
view—we could secure reporis and re-
turns which eould give us all the informa-
tion we desire; and afterwards, having
{hat information laid on the table, mem-
bers of this Assenibly eould deiernmnine
what would be the best course to adopt.
In the ciremmstances, while T do not feel
the same amouni of opposition to the
propusal of the member for Subiaco to
appoint a seleet committee, 1 ecertainly
do oppose the proposal for the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission, because in
the cirenmstanees the expense 1= not
warranted.

Hon. F. H." PIESSE (Katanning):
The thanks of the House are due to the
mover of the motion. My attention has
heen drawn by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to the motion whick he moved last
Wednesday. [t was not brought under
my notice at the iime, for 1 was not here
when lie moved it; but [ do not think it
was quite In keeping with the present
motion.

Mr. Bath: 1T am speaking of the
motion proposed to be amended by the
member for Sublaeo.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: As to the
motion, [ think a great deal of wood can
be accomplished by a Royal (‘unnmission
of inguiry into the subject< mentioned
by the member for Sublaco. The diseus-~
sion which took place last nighl proves
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to us the necessity fur establishing or
encenraging local industries: and if by
any possible means we can do so we shall
achieve good work in the interests of the
State. T feel that any expenditure in
the direction of an inquiry te obtain this
infarmation will he money well spent;
itherefore 1 have. under the cireum-
stanees, uo ohjection (o the maolion and
shall he pleased to support it

Mr. W, 0 ANGWIN  {East Fre-
manile): T supported the amendment

woved by the member for Subiaco as to
the loeal taritf, and 1 am of opinion it
was a matfer that should have heen dealt
with hefore the discussion on the Federal
tariff last night. T oppose the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission. Members
of the House are returned to carry oul
duties tor the State, for which they re-
ceive n ecevtain salary; therefore T see no
reasan why they should not earry out the
dufies mentioned in the motion. In re-
eard to the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition, [ believe the earlier
maotion moved by him referred chiefly to
the removal of the local tariff,

Mr. Bath: Mts effect. 1 was agreeable
o aceept the amendment then moved by
the member for Subiaco as to the loeal
tariff,

Mr. ANGWIN : This motion deals
entirely with a seleet commmittee to make
inguiry as to the best means of estab-
lishing or assisting  industries already
established, or the lest way of getting
new indusivies storted in this State. I
am very pleased with the motion. As I
said last night, the time has arrived when
we should see if something eannot he
done o engourage private enterprise to
establish industries i the State, or the
tine has arrived when the Government
shonld provide work for the people of
the Stale. A seleet commiitee will he
able to make bnvestizatton into the whole
of this matter; they will be abie to in-
aquire  whether private individuals will
extablish manufactories in the State, or
whether it will be advisahle to recom-
mend the CGovernment of the day to
establish various wmannfactories  them-
zelves. 1 maintain that a committee such
as this will be beneficial to the people as

Royal Commission.

a whole: beeause we renlise, more es-
pecially at the present time, that theve
arve scores of young men or youths from
17 years to 20 years of age roving ahout
the streets wnable o get  emiployment,
anel the time has arrived wher it is neces.
sarv that something shonid be done o
mwake arlisans of the vouths, so that
days G come ey will be able te enn a
hvelihaod n 4 proper manner, which fo-
day tlev have no prespect whatever of
deing.  Day after day | have heew stnelt
up in the steeet with requesis from young
huls asking where it s possible for thenr
to get a chanee of omphenment. it s
s question for every person with a family
to know what to do with his bovs, and
the time has arrived  when  somelhing
shauld be done in regsel to the matter,
so that whenw we cuesnned Taiiies 1o
come and settle in Western Austealia we
can provide emploviendt for them. T
have pleasure in supporting the motion
of the member- for Subiaco.

Mre. G, TAYLOR (ALt. Margaret): E
desire to support the proposal of ihe
member fur Subizeo. | can carry my
mind back to {he attitwmle of the House
about a fortnight ago when the Lewler
of the Opposition moved a mation which
wonld have had practicaily a  similar
effect to this. He desired.that some in-
fquiry should be made into the effect of
the incidenee of the sliding seale, and
the member for Subiaea then moved an
amendment o strike oul certain words,
and insert that a seleet comnnnitteer bhe
appointed 1o inquire into amd reporlt on
the effect of the sliding seale and like-
wive as (o any loss to loeal industries.
In view of the fact that we were (hen
diseussing the neeessity for the appoint-
ment of a select commitiee o inquire
into the industries of this Stale, and how
the tariff has affected the State foom
that point of view. it seems strange to
me when we could "not gei a select com-
mittee then, we now have a proposition
placed before the House for the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission. We all
know that Roval Commissions cannoi he
appointed without a eonsiderable eost to
the State. As the member for Fast
Fremantle has pointed out. {here are
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members in this Chamber who arve quite
able and ecapable of bringing forward
facis on a select committee which would,
1 believe, enable the House to deal satis-
factorily with this question. It has heen
sargned  repeatedly by members  that
Royal Commissions are practicaliy white-
washing  maehines. Considering  fhe
amount of heat and enthusiasm displaved
in the Chamber last night and elsewhere
by the free-trade cleent, it is necessary
T think that we should have a select
committee appointed to zee if the other
side of the picture cannot be shown to
ihe people of the couniry. 1 am not
Inthtenced one dota by the -speeches de-
Hvered in the Perth town hall last night,
All one has to de is to read (he names of
these whe took part in it; that in itself
is sulficient o conderan the action at
that meeting. | recognise the directiom
i which thev intended their remarks
ghould be received. and T expeet they
will be. T do pot think the House should
agree lo the expenditure on a  Royal
Commission, when there is ample oppor-
4unity for the appointment of a select
eommittee to bring forward the necessary
Facts. I hope the House. in view of the
abtiinde taken up on a similar neeasion,
will not direer ithe Goverument fto ap-
point o Royal Comnnssion. We know
the House eannot appoint a Royal Com-
mission; but ihe CGovernment may be
Alivected, 3t the motion is carvied, to
appoint the Conmiission, ad 1 suppose
it will be appeinted torthwith. L hepe
the House will not zive that direction:
Bt 1 hope the House will appoint a
select cotmittee o go o the matter.
1 have confidence that a select committee
will he able o collect sufficient evidence
amd place it before the House.  The
committee coukll sit on days on which
tie House 1s nat sitting, and wmembers
would then be able fo deal with the sub-
jeel. 1 have no desive to labour Lhe
quesiion. but | hope the member will
nat presg for the appointment of a
TRaval Commission.

My, Fwing: Members have too much
Lo o,

Ale. TAYLOR: Does the hon. member
wish ihe appointment- of a Royal Com-
mission of commercial men?
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Royal Commission.

Mr. Kwing: Not necessarily.

Mr. TAYLOR: Or does he desire {u
direct the Government to appoint a Royal
Comamission largely from members of 1he
House? If that be =o there 1= only ovne
thing for me to assume: thai members
of thiz House, in the opinion of the mem-
bee who has moved the amendment. have
ne tine to go on seleet commiftees he-
cause there is no monev atlached to
them. Rul that it there is to be a Raoyal
Commisston appointed, carrving wirh it
three wuineas a day io the ehairman and
fwe wutneas a day lo other memnbers,
then time will he found.

Mr. Freingt | did not sav so,

Mr. TAYLOR: By his interjection,
the memhber conveved Lo nie thal members
were Loo busily enpaged to aet on seleet
commnnitiees, I sav, does he inteml to
direct the Government to appoinl com-
mereial men on the Commission amd nut
members of the House? .

Mr. Ewing: They can use their own
Judgment.

Mr. TAYLOR: That hrings me hack
to iy previous argument, that there is,
in Ihe opinion of the hon. member. no
time at the disposal of members to act on
seleet commitiees, bul there is thne 1f
ihey are appointed on a Roval Commis-
*lon.

Me. Collier: They can pick the memn-
hers from the meeting held last night.

Mre. TAYLOR: 1f (hat he the object
of the member, the Government ran pick
the members of the Roval Commisston
from rhe publie meeting held last nicht.
T am not advocating the appointment of
a Roval Commission, for [ say that mem-
hers can do good work on select com-
miftees.  [n view of the attitnde nt the
House only a fortuight age on a similar
proposition it i absurd now 1o aceept
the proposition to appoint a Roval Com-
niission, and (he argumeni advanced hy
the mover of the amendment has made

the matter more ridienlous by =avine
thai the time of members iz too mueh
iaken up to act on  seleer  conmnittees,

But there is a large possibility of ibeir
heine able to act en Roval Commissinns.
I hope the House will nnt aceept the
amendment but will appoint a select
commitiee.
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Mr. A. C. GULL (Swan): There iz a
great difference  hetween the motion
moved by the member for Subiaco and
the motion moved previously by the
Leader of the Opposition. I distinguish
it in this way: the motion of the Leader
of the Opposition dealt largely with the
loss that has acerued through the sliding
scale and its effeet on the State as a
whoie: as a matter of fact showing what
liad already been lost to the State. The
present motion 1 take it is brought for-
ward with a view of showing what can
be done in the future to assist our in-
dustries.

Mr. Taylor: That was the member for
Subiaco’s amendment.

Mr. GULL: No, it did not go so far
as the present motion does.

Mr. Taylor: Read the motion and you
will see.

Mr. GULL: I recognise that is the
ditference, and for that reason I do not
care whether a select committee s
appointed or a Royal Commission. But
in view of the fact that the Government
may on a Royal Commission eall in out-
side opinion, 1 prefer to accept the
amendment rather than the motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregorv}: Tt 1s idle for the member
for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Tavlor) to con-
tend for a moment that the motion or
the amendment moved to-night has the
slightest relation to the motion which the
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Bath)
moved a few nights ago. The latter was
to the effeet that a select committee he
appointed to inguwire iute the effect of
the abholition of the sliding seale on the
prices of those arficles affected by its
incidence while in operation. [Mr. Bath:
But I referred to the mnendment of that
motion.] By the amendment the words
“gliding scale” were struek out wilh a
view to inserting “loeal tariff,” and add-
e “likewise the effect of this loss upon
laeal industries.” That would not have
had anxthing like the effect of the motion
we are now considering.  [Mr. Bath:
All Government members say the aboli-
tion of the local tariff is fhe one cause
of lhe depression.] 1 hListened carefully
to the hon. member's speecl, and said at
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the {fime that T did nol perceive what
rrood would result from his motion.  The
Treasurer, replying to the hen. member,
said 1 — .
“There is no analogy between the
select  eommittee  proposed and the
select eommittee just appointed on the
pastoral industry.  That is o question
of the best means of Duilding up an
ndustry and seeuring outside markets,.
but here we are simply asked to say
whether Tom, Dick, or Harry has
received any advantage from the aboli-
tion of dulies.”
The question to-might is to inquire, in
view of the new tariff, how we ean best
build up our loeal industries. T am sure
every member is desirous of building up.
industries within the State: Every pos-
sible effort should be made with that
object, and I am quite prepared to sup-
port either the wotion or the amendmeut..
But T think it would be wise if in this
inquiry we got information from out-
side, from people with practical and
technical experience. As the Premier
said, even if the inquiry did cost a iittle,
the money would be well spent if by
obtaining good ouiside advice we were
able to build up only a few industries
within our borders.  Sueh an inguiry
wmay have specially good vesults. Many
similar requests have at different ties
been made to the Government; all sorts
of advice has been offered as to the hest
means of asswting [ocal fndwdvies ; and
if we can secure cowmplete evidence we
may possitly devise some means of giv-
ing adequate assistance. I do not think
for a moment that the wmember tor Mt.
Margarvet (Mr. Taylor) was sincere in
asstming that a Boyal Commission, if
appointed, will be appointed tw enable
some wembers of Parlianient to  draw
fees. 1 am quite szatisfied wany mem-
bers will be only toe pleased o give their
serviees, and L should be loth to agres
to the appointment of a eommission com-
prising members of Pariament if those
meihers were paid for (heir services on
the commission.  That should be- elearly
understood fromn the outset ; and T am
salisfied many members would willingly
wive a few days a week to a commission
of that sort. The member for Subineo
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will e wixe it he agzrees to the amend-

uent. s as to wet on  (he commission
some  outzide  persons wilh  practical

business (raining. who would make io

Parliznent  reconmendations  which no
member of the House is capable of
making., I ain prepared to support the

amendment,

Mr. J.C. G. FOULKES (Clarcmoont):
I think the speech of (he member fur
Mr, Margarel was not so mueh in oppo-
sition to an ingquivy as with a view to
having that inquiry made by members
of this House. His speech, 1 take it.
is only an evidenece of his desire to do
his utmost 10 make a proper inguiry
as to the conditions of our varions in-
dustries. | do ntot take his speech as
hostile o either motion or amendment.
We cannot shut our eves (o the faet
that the great majority of members of
this Houwse ave anfortunalely not men
who have taken part in any business
purstits or any manufactaring concerns,
I think it would he a mistake to limit
to members of this House the personnel
of the body who will make the inquiry,
Whatever ahility and knowledge we in
this House there arve chances
of tinding greater ability and knowledge
gittside the Honse,  We arve all auxtous
te -do Justice 1o var industries. but
members must know thal a great num-

JMossess,

Dber of men outside (he House share
our anxiety. For that veason [ favour
a Royval Commission, hecause the

personngl of a select eommittee inust be
Limited to members.  Noa questivn of
fee or reward can arvise, for I helieve
any wmember of the House appointed
on the Roval Cvmmisston will he quite
prepared to act withont payment @ and
1 fteel equally certain that any om-
gider so appointed wilf aet  likewise.
There are many people ontside anxions
to encourare  our  industries at the
presenl junciure.

Mr. Bath - You woull have as nawh
righlt to expect them to aet without
pavment as (o expect members of this
Haouse 10 do likewise.

Mr. PFOULKES: Yes. 1 am surve the
hon. member agrees with me that ail
members of the House are willing 1o
aer on the esmmission without fee or
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reward,  The gquestion of remunerating
the commission  should not be con-
sidered tor a moment. We want on
the commission the hest men we¢ can
set 2 and T will not say the best men
are 1o be found in this House. There
are scoves of hetter men outside 1he
House, who have a greater knowledge
of our industries. who take a greater
interest in them (han is taken by any
member herve.

Mr. W, 1), JOHXSON (Guildford) :
A few words in support of the motion,
beeause 1 believe the time has arrived
when we should serionsly investigale
this subject. Last vear I was a member
of the select committee oir sweating in
Western Australian  industries, The
conmitiee visited a number of factories

and ] was greatly surprised to lnd
how nany factories we have in and
aromnd  the metropolitan  area. Tt is

true a number of them was struggling
and in a very small way, but it is equally
true that a number had been esiablizhed

since Pederation. Numerous manufac-
turers who gave evidence before the
connnittee  prove they could compete

against the Eastern States in spite of
nrter-State free-trade.  As a matter of
fact we found one ur two factories that
had been established even after the abo-
lition of the seale. which eeviainly gave
some protection o our industries. It
was not the duty of the eommittee 1o in-
quire inio the existence of manufac-
tories in Western Australia. bul as we
had to consider the comditions of cm-
plovmeni, we secured cvidence which
¢omvinced me that we can do muel in
this State to encouragze manufactures
here,  As it was not the duty ot the
commitiee to iparve fully into thar sub-
Juet, we possibly overlooked the tact that
a number of manufacturers had been
driven out of Western Liunstralia since
Federation : eonsequently | think, from
my little experience last vear, it would
he wivisahle to have a thorough investi-
wation, so that if we eannor subsidize our
local industries we may lay the posi-
tiom fully before the Federal authori-
ties, (hat thevy may give a little con-
sideration to owr affairs, 1 fully ap-
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preciate the avgument of some members
that they cannot give enough time to a
sclect eommittee to make an exhaustive
inguiry.  The select eomittee an sweat-
ing took up a considerable portion of the
members’ time, and at a number of meet-
ings all members were not present. While
I could atiend on one day there were
sther days when 1 could not ; eonse-
quently at a portion of the inquiry I was
not present, and that applies to all mem-
bers of the committee. Still we presented
a report which, T am sorry to say, as has
been pointed out by an interjection, has
not had much result up to date. Bnt
in a great question such as that now
hefore us, as in the other ingquiry to
wiich T refer, | believe we can get a suffi-
cient number of members to devole the
time needed for a thorough investigation.
I do not perceive what vital difference
there is between a Royal Commnission
amd @ seleet eonmnittee, unless the Gov-
ernment desire to go outside the House
in order to secure on the eounnission men
who ean possibly bring to bear a little
move experience than is possessed by
hon. members.  Still; T think we can
secure sufficient members in the IHounse
who can  investigate the question, not
hiecanse they have a speeial knowledge of
the subject, but hecause they are quite
capitble of taking the evidence of those
who are enthusiastic experts. who will
he only tou pleased to give evidenee from
which the eommittee can form conclusions
of great value to this House and to West-
ern Australia generally.

Mr. Foulkes : Do you not think that
aneh experts wonld be of wreater assist-
anee if on the emmmission?

Wr. JOHNSON : No. TIf they have
such knowledge they ean give it in evi-
dence : eonsequently T am inelined to
support the preposed select comnmittee,
amd be it a seleet commitiee or a Royal
Commission T trnst we shall have an in-
quirv. tor T feel the time is ripe for such
an investigation,

Mr. B H. UNDERWOOD Pilbarra) :
T support the motion to show my eon-
sisteney.  Last week T suppovied the
motion of the Leader of the Oppesition
(Mr. Bath) which was in my opinion

Rogal Commission.

exaetly similar fo this, or would have
covered similar grounds. The only ditfer-
ence | ean see is that one was moved from
the Opposition’side of the House nnd the
other is moved from the Government side.

Hon. F. H. Piesse : You are always
finding some fault and wrongly so. Both
came from vour side of the House.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : T feel sure that
a Raval Comnission would not cover imore
eground than g comunittee. However, it
appears that the (fovernment have now
decided upon an altogether different
eourse.  The  Treasurer  pronounced
against the comumittee solely on account
of expense but now (he Government are
prepared to go to a mueh more expensive
inguiry covering lthe same ground. 1 ean-
not compliment the Government an their
eongisteney in thizs matter. Another ques-
tion that has been fairly well diseussed
is the eost of the alleged decrease in wur
industries, and T think this question was
fairly thrashed out last night. We were
told then that the decrease was awing to
Federation and the Federal tariff. Again
the Leader of thiz side of the House
movedd for a commiltee o inguire into
that, but we ecould not get oue. T am
forred to the conelusion that there are
goine persons who want a job on this
Roval Commission and apparenily they
are going to wet one. Regarding the out-
gide knowledge that ean be oblained it
has been urged that the men fo take evi-
dence should be expert in parlieular in-
dusfries. The man who tokes evidenee
requires, I omy opinion, n general know-
ledge for he will he able to obtain the
gpecial knowledge from the experls whe
will he called to wvive evidenee before
him. A= a rule an expert knows all
ahout his own industry but about nothing'
else. T imtend to support the motion for
a seleet committee and T irust that the
Government will stiek 1o 1leir alleged
poliecy uf eeomomy. Tet them show us
that they intend to look after the fuances
of this State in lthe manner they are
always prating abont. T advise them also
net (o make a party questien of every-
thing that enees befinse the Hop s,

BROWN (Geraldion) @ 1
Following upon Lhe

Me. T. L.
support the naticn,
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discussion last night I may say 1 would
be only tou pleased to embrace the op-
poriunity of endeavouring to assist in
an enquiry which will tend to promote
the interesis of our industries. There is
ne doubt that at the present time we
cannot be too careful or too cautious in
dealing  with our industries, many of
which are ounly in their infantile stage, T
prefer a select committee to a Raval
Cownmission for 1 think the latter is un-
necessary at this sioge. As has been
poinied out it would be hetter to have a
man of good general knowledge making
an inquiry of this sort rather than an ex-
pert only in some pacticular branch, It
will be from the experts that the hoard
will obtain their information. However,
whether it be n comnmittee or a commis-
sion [ hope they will endeavour as far
ax possible to obtain evidence from those
men whoe have heen engaged in business
the whole of their lives, and who have
dealt with questions sueh as those in-
cluded in the purview of the inguiry. Tf
a Royal Comamission is decided on 1 trust
the House will be given an opportunity
of expressing an opinion as to the per-
sonnel of the members. I am sure that
whichever is appuinted. a comnission or
a seleet commitlee, the holding of an in-
quiry will tend to allay to a certain extent
the sort of funk that has overtaken the
people of Western Australia. T trust
thai the board will lose no time in getting
to work and will furnish this House and
the Government with a rvepart at ihe
earliest possible date.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
{Hon. J. Price) : I desire to offer one or
two ohservations on this question. I
think that such an inquiry is particu-
larly opportune at this moment. [Last
nicht T expressed iy disagreement with
the tariff proposals of the Federal Gov-
ernment : hut if those propesals are
carried there iz no doubt we shall have
ke set our shoulders to the task of making
the hest we ean aut of them. Certainly
there ave some alterations, not many I
regret 1o say. hut some which will be in
oinr favour so far as this State is eon-
cerned.  For instance, all those articles
which require leavy freights from the
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Euastern States, sueh as agrieultural maehi-
nery for which there will be an increas-
ing demand here for years to cowe,
might be manufactured with advaniage
in thiz State, and the tariff will to a cer-
tain extent belp in that direction. There
are other directions where possibly we
also might take advantage of our peculiar
position. Ta do that [ think it desirable
that we should have the very best advice
available on this sabject. If, for in-
stance, we get a man—1I merely thought
of these names at the moment—sueh as
M. Milis, of the firm of Mills and Ware,
Mr. Hudson, of the firm of Hudson and
Ritchie, or the President of the Chamber
of Manufactures to assist the inquiry,
much good would vesult. If these gen-
tlemen were to go hefore a seleet com-
mittee they would give their evidence and
then leave, and as far as they were con-
ecerned the matter would be done with ;
but if one or more such men of experience
were to sit constantly as members of a
Commission when new phases in manu-
facturing work cropped up they would
he able, on account of their thorough
knowledge of the manufacturing indns-
tries, to offer excellent advice of special
kind, and make the hest of the new
phases as they arose. T am sure we conld
appoeint men from this House who would
elicit informalion as well as any other
five men you could seleet. hut the question
is whether the same ideas would strike
men who have not been through the mill
i manunfacturing pursuits, as have men
wha have had lengthy and close exper-
ience of various industries.  There is
another aspect and that is that the out-
side public expect us to watch the interests
of the State in this particular matter. If
we eonfine the persennel of this board,
committee, or commission. whichever it
may be, to the members of this House T
doubt whether it will have as mueh weight
with the publie as if we appointed outside
individuals who are  known throughout the
Siate as men having had manufacturing
experience. There is still another point
to consider.  There is the question of
finance, which iz of course involved in
the issues. Ii may be that. acting in no
way contrary to the provizions of the
Constitution, it will he possible In some
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directions Lo give Grovernment assistance
to the starting of ecertain industries.
These are all matters which outside indi-
viduals eould offer valuable information
upon and inquire into. I venture to
think that one, two, or three individuals
could be chosen whose assistance in n
matter of this sort would probably bhe
more valuable than that of any tbree
members of the House. I do not wish to
be disrespectful as to the capabilities of
members, but in some of these matters,
especially such a one as the manufac-
turing industry, there are not many men
in Western Australia who have been in-
timately eonnected with it and among
them are not members of this Hounse. I
admit it would be possible to choose men
from the other side of the House who
would represent the interests of the con-
sumer admirably and just as well as
members from this side of the House. 1
have frequently objected in the past to
the indiseriminate appointment of Royal
Commissions, and I think that if any
member of this House sits on a Royal
Commission it is desirable, as has been
suggested by the Minister for Mines, that
he should do so without any remuneration.
I think there arve plenty of members who
would be willing to take up that attitude:
I agree that whatever sum may be fixed
upon as remuneration for our Parlia-
mentary duties it should cover all the
werk that we do in conneetion with our
offiee as members: of Parliament. 1 do
not think that there would be any diffi-
enlty in arranging the matter as I sug-
west. 1 tirust members will not think
{his is & party movement, for it is an
honesl desire on the part of this side of
the House to enlarge the personnel of
the board of inquiry and make it of more
public usefulness so as to carry greater
weight with the public. I do not look
with fear upon this matter of the tarviff.
T think that even if we have to put up
with it we shall in time adapt ourselves
lo ii. It has always been with men of
our race that where faced with a difficult
position we are ahle to struggle through.
I would like to have the tariff altered,
huet if it is not, we must make the best we
can of the cireumstances and try and find
a way out of our diffienlties. That is a

Mining Aceident.

pitlosophiecal view of the case, and T hope
members opposite will recognise that that
is the way the Government look at the
question. T trust that members will agree
to the enlargment of the hoard.

Amendment (Royal Connnission) put,
and negatived on the voices.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN : I hope the
motion will he carried, as it is import-
ant that a select committee should go
fully into this question. I aw very
pleased that the amendment was not
carried.

Question put and passed.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair,
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Ballot taken, and a ecommittee ap-
pointed  comprising Mr. Angwin, Mr,
Male, Mr. Tnderwond. Alv. Frank Wilson,
with Mr. Daglish as mover. with ihe
usual powers, and with power to move
from place to place ; o report on the
23rd October.

PAPERS—MINING ACCIDENT,
FINGAL,

AMr 1B E, HEITM‘ANN (Cne) moved—

That all papers in connection with the
inguiry bito the death of the miner Zanar-
dina, who was killed recently in the Fin-
gal mine, Day Dawn, be laid on the
table,

The object in moving for papers was to
show that the Mines Regulation Aet was
being offended against at least on the
Murchison by the Fingal mine at Day
Dawn, and to draw attention to the
system of stopeing used in some mines.
Attention had been ealled to this case hy
the seeretary of the Workers’ Union on
the Mwreldison, who representud thy
workers at the inquiry into ihis Ttalian’s
death. The fatal aecident took place on
the 28th of Julv. Seeing from certain
papers Liid en the table by the Minister
for Mines during the week that no per-
mit was granted to the mine to work on
that date. though a permit was granied
for the 18th August, it should have heen
the duty of the inspector of mines to
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prosesute znd the Minister o make in-
quiries. At the inquiry held inte the
deatl of this Italian, two of the witnesses
could not understand the English lan-
suage, and interpreters had to be called
in, notwithstauding that one of the see-
tions of the Mines Regulation Act passed
last sessien stated that any man who
conld not understand the English lan-
guaze was not o be employed under-
grouiel.  Apparenily that section was a
dead letter so far as the Murchison was
coneerned. The altention of the district
inspector of mines lad been recently
called to the fact that there were many
ment. working on the Fingal mine who
eoutd not speak the English language, the
seeretary of the miners’ union at Day
Dawn having telephoned to the inspee-
tor’s oftice to that effect. TIn reply the
following letter was received from the in-
spector:—

“In reference te vour telephone in-
quiry of a recent dale, received at
this oifice during my ahsence, I have to
advise vou that T shall make inquiry
inlo any complaints lodged with me
under ‘The Mines Rezulation Aet, 1906,
hy vou, and if you supply me with the
names of the Ttalians said to be ¢ work-
ing on the Great Fingal and not being
ahle io speak a word of English’ I
shall examine themn as provided by the
Act.—F. J. Lander, Inspector of
Mines.”

This was the veply of the secretary of the
union :—

“T heg to acknowledge receipt of
your letter of the 4ith inst.,, and state
that T am not in a position to give
names of foreigners working on the
Gireat Fingal mine that eannot speak
the English language. My committee
consider that as we are not vested with
any power in defining who is competent
to pass this test, we would not be act-
ing wisely in forwarding names when
we cannot  vouch for their being
correct. While not wishing to dictate
to you re your duties as inspeector of
mines, my committee feel assured if
you paid surprise visits you would
soon be in a position to know whn
could pass the test or otherwise.—-'T.
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Chesson, D.D. Miners'
Tnion.”
It was only right that attention should
be drawn to these facts. It was time
that the Minister instructed the inspectors
what portion of the Mines Regulation
Act they were to enforece. 1i was not the
duty of members of wumons to enforee
the Aect, rather was it the dury of the
inspectors. It appeared that ne endeav-
our was made at all events on the
Fingal mine to comply with this section
of the Act dealing with the language
test.  As regards the stopeing system
adopted in the Fingal mine. it appeared
that this unfortunate Ttalian was only
one of many who had heen injured of
laie by this system. The man was en-
gaged trucking ore from a shoot. There
were really no shoots on the Fingal mine.
Stopes were worked from one level to
another with merely stulls put in at the
level; the first sets of the shoot were put
in, but after that no pass was construeted ;
but often the ore being hroken down,
sometinmes tons in weight. refused to come
down, and it was the practice of these
Iialiang—the British miners refused to
dn it, bui these [talians in their ignorance
did it—wlen the sheot hung up, to go up
the ghoot and fire out the loose dirt.
They went up a 4ft. opening into a
huge cavern, at times with nothing but
loase stones and dirt hanging about them,
when fthe dropping of stane a half-a-
pound in weight would cause the whole
lot to run with no possible ehance of their
zetting away. This [talian got info the
shoot and a huge part of the wall came
away with the result that he was jammed,
aud  serewjacks he (Mr. Heitmann)
helieved had to be employed to get hin
ouf., The papers would show how the
Act was being carried out on the Mur-
chison and would show what system was
heing adopted in the stopes in this
particular mine. It was not the first
accident that had happened in this way.
A week hefore another ltalian was
smashed up badly. There were so many
aecidents on the Fingal wmine that the
miners’ union at Day Dawn was just
abeut bankrupt. With a membership of
300. in three consecutive months the
union paid out £100 a monih for aeci-

Secretary
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denis, and there were three fatal accident
levies bringing the total to svmething
like £300 in three months. Two of the
aceidents vecwrred on the Fingal mine.
It was time natiention was called to the
many serious accidents in the State and
partiealarly on  the Fingal mine. He
{Mr. Heitinaun) intended to eall for a
veturn of the nunber of accidents on the
Fingal mine during the last 12 months.
1t wounld surprise wmembers, If the man-
agement did not send the men inte the

shoots to break away the stuff they
allowed it to be done. It was almost

suictde on the part of the men and almost
equal to manslavghter on the part of the
mine owners. 1f no permit had been
granted to the Fingal mine the inspeetor
should have at onee faken proceedings
against the man for contravention of the
Act; and when the inspector found that
ltatians conld net pass the test he should
lave been called upon to prosecute this
mine. 1t seemned, however, and it eould
be said without eontradiction, that so far
as the big wine at Day Dawn was con-
cerned the Aet wasg a dead letter, He
hoped to move a motion in regard to this
sihject in the pear fuiure.

Myr. HOLMAN seconded the motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. CGregory): There was no objection to
laving the papers on the table; in fact,
he had brought them with him and was
only too pleased to produce them. He
would Dbe only tou pleased to make
nquiries about Italians that could not
speak the English language, but the de-
partnent  needed assistance net  only
from members but from those conuected
with mines if any instances of this sort
oceurred. A complaint hnd been made
gome time sinee in regard to the action of
an inspeetor of mines at the Sons of
Gwalia mine. Objection was raised hy
the secretary of the mion that the
inspeetor had not given a suilicient test;
andd that there were men on the Gwalia
mine who counld not sufficiently under-
stand Eoglish to work below.  Arrange-
ments were fhent made for the warden and
the inspector to hold a proper examina-
tion of the men, and the secretary of the
wnion was asked 1o ive assistance hut
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refused. No member of a unien should
ubject o giving the departiment evidence
i connection with sueh watters, heenuse

it was dangerous 1o have thase wmen
working  underground,  Cerfain  laws

were passed and, nolwithstanding what
the hon. wember said, those laws were 1o
be enfoveed equally on all mines. He, as
Minister, wonld not allow an inspector
to show faveur to one nine that would
not be shown all round. FThe Act woulld
be administered. 1f it wns desired that
any coneession should be given it was
done through the Governmen! Gazette.
Sometimes it was necessary to vary the
conditions  under  whieh  mines  were
worked, and if he, as Minister, took the
responsibility, notification was made in
the Government Gazetie. Otherwise it
was lis desire thal evervthing pertaining
to the Act should be carvied out as fairly
and  equitably as possible.  The papers
were here, and if at any time there was
anything brought up in connection with
the employment of these men on mines
he would be ouly too pleased to get ihe
co-operation of members to prevent it.

Question put and passed.

Papers presented, and lnid on the table.

BILL—VACCINATION

AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Daglish i the Chair;  r,
Iitson in charge of the Bill.

ACT

A A

Clanse 1—agreed fn.

Clause 2—Exemption from penalfies:

Mr. LAYMAN woved an amendment
in Subelause (1)—

After the word “if,” insert the words
“in the case of « child born before the
cepmencement of this ety within four
months after the commencement of Ihis
Act, or in the case of a child born after
the commencement of this Aet.””

The object of the amendinent was to
allow parents of uwovaceinated chilidren
to avail themsclves of the privileges of
this  amending Bill.  The exemption
clause provided only for children horn
suhsequent o lhe passing of the Act;
the amendmeni would allow the same
exempitom far children born prior to the
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passing of the Aect, provided a deeclara-
tion were made within four months of
the passing of the Act that the parents
«conscientiously believed that vaceination
would be detriniental to the child’s health.
To pass the clause without the amend-
ment would be ridiculous.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Under
the clause the parents of children born
within four months of the passing of the
Bill failing to avail themselves of the
means of securing exemption would be
liable to the penalty provided for eva-
stons of the principal Aect; but the
amendmenf was not confined to children
born four months prior to the passing of
the Ag¢t, but dealt with an indefinite
peried, and wounld legalise any previous
evasion of the existing Aet. It would be
nnwise for Parliament to legislate for
protecting people from the consequences
of their evasion of a duty imposed on
them by law. He was opposed to the
Bill #» toto, and more opposed fo the
amendment. If the amendment were de-
sired by members, it should be defined to
relate only to children born within four
months prior fo tbe passing of this mea-
sure.

Mr. A, J. WILSON: The Minister’s
objection to the amendment was not
reasonable. The clause as printed pro-
vided for exemption for the first tour
months after the passing of the Bill, and
surely the parents of children born prior
to the passing of the Bill were entitled
to similar relief. The principal Act pro-
vided that vaceination should be compal-
sory for only a limited period; and at
most the amendment would give relief to
a limited number of children.

Mr. BATH supported the amendment,
becavse it was as logical that this relief
should be granted in the ease of children
born prior to the passing of this Bill as
of those born after. Enlightened medical
men now recognised that they could do
more practical good by warring against
insanitary conditions of living than by
penalising innecent parents who had
conscientious objections to vaeeination.
Many children had by vaccination been
poisoned for life ; and when they were
vaceinated ai so much per dozen the
cheap and nasty methods adopted proved
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highly dangerons. We could probably
do more good by insisting on rnigid
obedience to sanitary laws and compel-
ling property-owners to get rid of hot-
beds of disease. Antiguated laws like
‘he parent Aet penalised the wrong
people ; i.ence wu should adopt the views
ol up-to-date medical men. He would
support the amendmest.

Mr, TNDERWOOD: Could an amend-
ment be made that all words after
“Aet” in line 2 of Subelanse 1, be
struck ouf, thus abelishing the penalty
for non-vaccination ¢

The CHATRMAN : No; the amend-
ment now under diseussion was in a sub-
sequent part of the clanse.

Mr. Gull: The hon. member's pro-
posal would nullify the Bill,

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: If vaccina-
tion was no good, why force anyone to
be vaccinated? The conscience clause
was ridiculons. If a wman bad his
children vaccinated, he conscientiously
believed in vaccination, or wice rersa,
Leave the matter optional.

Mr. LAYMAN : Without the amend-
ment, many children wounld remain un-
vaccinated. WWas their vaecination to be
made compulsory, while those born four
months hence, when the amending Bill

would become operative, were to . go
free ¢
The Attorney General : Why not re-

fund fines hitherto inflicted?

Mr. TAYLOR : We should not pass
legislation to indemnify people who had
broken the law.

Mr. Underwood :
good.

Mr. TAYLOR : Then why not abolish
the law, instead of patching it up with
this Bill ? If vaccination was necessary
as a safegnard, why have a conscience
clause to allow some children to remain
unvaccinated 7 Whenever there was a
seare people rushed their children to the
vaccinator. Last year the Minister for
Works demonstrated by international
statisties that countries which enforeed
vaceination were considerably freer from
smallpox than those where the preeau-
tion was not compulsory. Members on
both sides objected to compulsorv vac-
cination, yet were satisfied to pateh up

The law was no
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the law and keep a public vaceinator.
The existing law protected ihe property
owner who neglected sanitary pre-
cautions.. What wouid be the resuli.
if the parent Act were abolished alto-
gethey 3 Surely if that Aet were not
needed, it should be done away with.
Amendment put and passed.
Mr. LAYMAN moved an amendment—
That Subclause 2 be struck out.
A statutory declaration for this purpose
should not be exempt from stamp duty.
Mr, ANGWIN opposed the amend-
ment. It was only fair that in declara-
tions for this purpose, stamp duty shonld
be exempt.
Amendment negatived.
amended put and passed.
Schedule, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

Clause as

MOTION—HOSPITAL COOKS,
HOW IMPORTED.

Debate resumed from the 1lst August,
on the motion by Mr. Bath for papers
relating to the importation of cooks
from the United Kingdom by the Perth
Hospital Board.

The PREMIER : It is not my in-
tention to oppose this motion. There are
members of the Perth Hospital Board
in the House, and I understand it is de-
sired that one of them should say a word
or iwo before the motion is disposed of.
1 refer to the member for Perth (Mnr.
H. Brown), who is anxious for the
farther consideration of this wmotion to
he posiponed until to-morrow. so fhat he
may have an opportunity of puiting for-
ward the facts of the case and the stand
taken by the board. T move that the
debate be adjourned.

Debate farther adjourned.

MOTION—CAMELS IMPORTATION,
PAPERS.

Debate resumed from the 14th August,
on the motion by Mr. Holman for papers
as to the alleged permission to Faiz
Mahomet o infroduce 500 camels to
Western Australia, and as to compensa-
tion of £2000 paid to him.

The PREMIER : I have ao objection
to this metion, and will be ready io lay
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Water Meters Rent.

the papers on the table of the House fo-
NOrrow,
Question put and passed.

MOTION~-WATER METERS RENT.
Debate resumed from the 2ist Aungust,
on the motion by Mr. Daglish “ That the
charge of rent for water meters imposed
by the Metropolitan Waierworks Board
is an unnecessary and vexatious tax which:
presses unduly upon consumers, and par-
tieularly upon small householders '; also
on the amendment by Mr. Angwin * That
the words ‘imposed by the Metropolitaw
Waterworks Board’ be struck out.”

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : I
support the motion as proposed to be
amended by the member for East Fre-
mantle. We heard last night from the
member for Pilbarra as to the capaecity
for mendacity of those who have been
dealing with the new Federal tariff dur-
ing the last few weeks ; but I think the
water meters supplied by the Waterworks:
Board and by the Goldfields Water Ad-
ministration can beat any of those gentle-
men to whom the hon. member alluded. I
know from my own experience the mis-
takes in the registration of water meters,
This oceurred when I was resident at
Subiaco, and while I was on the gold-
fields with my family the meter at Subi-
aco registered twice the quantity in the
eool months that it did in the hot months
when T was living there. Consequently
as seon as rain fell and the tanks became
filled T jammed up the taps with the result
that no farther registration of water has
taken place. .

The Mimster for Works: Some of the
waler meter experts on your side of the
House say that the meters register
whether the water runs through or not.

Mr. BATH : I did not allow any water
to go through and therefore the meter was
not given a chance of telling lies. I
know of an instance on the goldfields
where a man was away in the Eastern
States, and the officers of the water sup-
ply fored the idea that he had been
tampering with the meter. They slated
the period during which the meter must
have heen tampered with and, as it hap-
pened, the owner was absent from the
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fields <even weeks prior 1o that date, and
for a considerable time subsequently to
it. When he retwrned he was charved
with having tampered with the meier, yet
the tamipering took place while he was in
the Eastern States. [The Minister for
Works : Someone e¢lse must have tam-
pered with it.] His house was closed
and he was away trom the State.  With-
out giving heed to the explanation offered
by the rvesident in question, officials of
the Goldfields Water Administration at-
tached to the meter what they called a
cover which any plmnber conld make for
Bs.. and vet they charged him rent at he
rate of 12s 6d. a year for i, This is
one instance of many injustices perpe-
trated on the goldfields, and which are
allowed tu exist in connection with both
the Metropolitan Water Works Board
and the Goldfields Water Administration,
owing to the unlimited and arbitrary
powers given under the bv-laws of the
respective JAets. I am convineed that so
far as the great body of householders is
concerned the placing of a meter on their
Ppremises is unnecessary and the charge
for wake, -ceier cLas LS titegether 21 ox-
action which they should not be called
upon to pay. Fov these reasons 1 pro-
pose to support the motion as amended.

Mr. J. EWING (Collie) : A consider-
able number of fizures are being pre-
pared with regard to this question but
they are not ready, so T beg to move the
adjourmnent of the debate.

Morion (adjournment) put, and a divi-
sion taken with the following vesult :—

Aves . T 51
Noex .. .. 19
Majority against A
ATES. NuFs.
Mr. Cowcher AMr, Apgwin
Mr. Ewiny Mr. Bath
Mr. Foulkes AMr. Biebler

Mr. Gordon
Mr. Hayward

Mr. T. L. Browne
Alr. Collier

Mr. Keenan Mr, Daciish
Mr. McLarty Mr. Eddy
Mr. Male Mr, Gull
Mr, Mitchell Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Monzer Mr. Holmnn
Mr, X, J. Moore My Hudron
Mr. Price Mr. Johnson
Mr. Stone Mr. Scaddnn
Mr. Taylor Mr. Smith
Mr. Laymun Teilir), Mr, Underwood
Mr. Walk.r
Mr. Ware

vr, A J. Wilson
Mr. Heitmonn (Teller).
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Aeljowrmpent thus pegatived,
Amendinent (1o strike out words us 1o

Merropelitan Board) put and passed.
Question as amended put and passed.

BILL—ELECTORAL.

fu Commiflee.

Mr. Daglish in the Chair: the Attarney
General in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2, 3—agveed to.

Clause 4—I[nterpretation:

My, ANGWIN: In the drafting of this
Bill, sume steps should lbave been taken
whereby the adwinistration of the Flec-
toral Jaw should be either placed in Lhe
hands of the Clerk of Parliaments or
some other uofficer renoved entirely from
Ministerial  ¢ontrol.  In the past the
Electoral Act had been adiministered hy
a Minister ot the Crown and one was
hot sure thar the administration was
carried out free from bias, There shuuld
be no partisanship in the administration
of such a Bill as this. No matter what
party the Minister was connected with,
the Bill should be administered fairly,
evervone having equal and fair considera-
tion.  We might have similar things oc-
curing to those which had happened in
the past. In a previous election some
irregularity tool place and although ihe
electoral  officer  recommended that =a
person be prosecuted, action was nof
taken, which showed that fhe law had
not always heen impartially administered.

The ATTORXNEY GENERAL: The
hon, member was surely not serious in
asking that. for a Bill of this charaeter,
there should not  bhe some person re-
spongible to Parliament for the due carry-
ing ot of its provisions. The Bill was
#0 framed that vething but Ministerial
funetions shoull he placed in the hands
ot the Minister, and the executive fune-
tions wauld be so provided tor that the
permanent ofticers appointed would not
be subject in any way to improper con-
trol. Tt wax an extraordinary suggestion
tao make that we should depart from the
practice  which  was universal in  all
British eommunities ot having all impor-
tant matters placed in charge . of a
Minister who would be absolutely re-
sponsihle For varryving out the law,
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Myr. T. H. BATH moved as an amend-
ment—

That the definition of “sub-district”
be struck out.

Later in the Bill, provision was made for
what were called “sub-districts,” which
would provide for divisions within an
electorate, and polling places and rolls
were to be preparved for these sub-dis-
tricts. This was evidently copying the
example set by the Federal Act, for that
law contained such a provision. DBut ex-
perience in regard to Federal elections
had shown that it was not a desivable
innovation. Experience had proved that
divisions and sub-distriets and seperate
rolls for polling places within an elee-
tarate were the fruitful eause of tronble
and meant that electors were put to a
great deal of inconvenience in reeording
their votes. The provision of sab-dis-
tricts would mean additional work for
registrars under the Bill and would not
contribute to the smooth working of the
electoral law. The existing system was
far preferable to that adopted under the
Federal Act. Federal members had ex-
pressed thelr opinion that this was a pro-
vision that should be dispensed with, and
they had also expressed the opinion that
they would rather revert to the system in
vogne in Western Australia and the other
States.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amendment could not be aecepted. This
provision wonld enable the Government
to create several polling-places in one
electoral distriet. A voter if allotted to
one booth would then be prevented from
voting twice. [Mr. Collier : What if his
name appeared on two rolls ¢] On pro-
perly-prepared rolls there would be no
duplication. The object of the provision
in the Commonwealth Act was to avoid
the necessity for reguiring the elector fo
present some document to he marked

when he voted. Electors’ rights had not

been found necessary here, but the machi-
nery shauld he ready if occasion arose
to use them. At Kalgoorlie people had
voted more than once. [Mr. Johnson :
No.] Electors’ rights were ohjectionable,
would delay the proceedings, prevent
many from voting, and would be far more
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clumsy than allotting each voter to a.
polling-booth—a provision which would
not be availed of except when necessary.
As the couniry became more thickly set-
tled, the number of polling places must
be inereased.

Mr. JOHNSON sopported the amend-
ment. The Bill appeared to be drafted
to provide for difficulties which might
arise in the distant future. Sub-districts
could not prevent dual voting. His name
had appeared on two Kalgoorlie rolls,
and he could bave voted at two polling-
hooths. Separate rolls would have pre-
vented this. [The Attorney General :
No. If a similar mistake was made one
could vote in two electorates.] True.
Then why create useless sub-districts,
unnecessary in the small State electorates,
thongh perhaps necessary in the large
districts of the Commonwealth ?

Mr. TAYLOR : If a large distriet with
seven or ten polling places were divided
into sub-distriets, a voter shifting his resi-
denee to a distant place in the same elec-
torate would be disfranchised if he forgot
to transfer his name to the new sub-dis-
trict. Possibly that was the Attorney
General’s object. [The Attorney Gen-
eral : The provisions would not apply
to the country districts.] That did not
appear. In view of what happened at
fhe last general election we must not
trust the Government with too much
power. At Menzies 270 workers were
disfranchised in one bateh. [Mr. Scad-
dan : A total of 567.] The goldfields
people and agricultural labourers were
not a fixed population, and this provision
if administered like the law at the last
election would disfranchise many, and
could not prevent dual voting. Dual
votes polled in the last ten years eould
be counted on the fingures of one hand.

The Minister for Works : It would
tend to make the man vole in a dis-
triet where he was known.

Mr. TAYLOR : The Mount Magnet
distriet would probably be divided into
sub-districts. A man on the roll at
Mount Magnet might move to Black
Range, 90 miles away, but still bhe in
the same eleciorate, but would not be
able lo vote. So in outlying districts
the system would be a hardship,and would
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digfranchise many workers and prospec-
tors.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
proposition  seemed reasonable. It
might prevent petitions which members
did not eare to have after the elections.
Persons would not have their votes gues-
tioned ov challenged if they were well
known. It was to the advantage of all
parties that electors should vote in dis-
triets where they were fairly well known.
Tt was easy to get 2 transfer from one
sub-distriet to another; if not, we
should make it easy. The proposal
would tend to have only these voting at
alections who were enritled to vote, and
it. wonld prevent impersonaticn. It was
not necessary that the provision should
been forced in outlying districts, but
semetimes electorates were too large and
offered opportunities for unscrupulous
persons to impersonate,

Mr. BATH : Too many people had

heen prevented from voting though
having the right to vote. We had m

Western Australia the smallest percent-
age of people voting. [The dttorney
General: In the Federal elections.] We
ghould give people the opportunity to
vote, instead of trying to restriet
that opportunity by being too suspictous.
We shounld get away from the old idea
the people had no right o vote.

The Attorney General: With the ex-
perience of the Commonwealth Act, was
.there any extensive grievance?

Mr. BATH: On the goldfields (bere
were innumerable complainis aboni 1he
system of sub-distriets. It was nol =
successful system. If we made the elee-
toral machinery sufficiently effective for
the administration of our Constitution
we would be doing safficient; i we tried
to look our for what might possibly Lap-
pen the probability was that we would
miss some salient features of the present
Act. There was no difficulty about the
old method, and no hardships were in-
fiicted. The cases of dual voting were
few, and it was preferable fo put up
with them rather than have restirictive
provisions in regard to facilities for vot-
ing. The objection to this propusal was
that the experience of it in the Federal
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elections proved that it was not advan-
tageous.

Mr. T. L. BROWN:  Anycne taking
an active interest in the last Federal
election mnst be aware of the difficulties
of vating under the system of sub-dis-
tricts. In ome ecase a wife and hushand,
living in the same house, had their
names on the roll for different sub-dis-
tricts.  [The Attorngy CGeneral: What
was the use of talking about a blunder?]
We should avoid blunders in this Bill
by baving one roll for the whole clee-
torate. Precautions should be taken in
the mattor of appointing persons to re-
ceive postal votes, Tbat was where the.
evil .came in. The Attorney Geiieral was
wrong in saying that if a person was on
the Federal roll for vne sub-distriet it
was not permissible to vote in another
subdistrict. It could he doene. 1t only
needed additional officers at the polling-
places. The system proposed by the
Attorney General would necessitate hav-
ing double staffs at the polling booths.
It was all very well to say this provision
of sub-distriets would not apply to the
eonntry distriets, but there was nothing
to prevent the Minister administering the
Act so that it should apply to country
distriets. Breaches of the Act were fre-
quently eommitted, not because there was
any intention on the part of the elector
to vote twice or to commit Ffraud, but
hecause he had been misled. Therefore
the House should endeavour to simplify
the measure as mueh as possible, If
sub-disiriets were included the trouble ex-
isting at present would be intensified
rather than lessened.

Mr. SCADDAN: e idea of sub-
districts was to have separate rolls, so
that persons wonld have to appear to
vote at the polling-places where their
names were on the roll. He objected to
that. The Attorney General contended
that the establishment of subdistriets
would prevent persons from voting ore
than once, but as a matter of [Cact: the
proposed alteration would have the resnlt
of acting as an incentive to a pergon de-
siring to commit frand. Tt had heen
suggested that fraud would he prevented
by the examination of the handwriting
of an elector. There were any number
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of persons whose handwriting altered
very considerably, and it was quite cer-
tain that the department were not going
to have attached to the staff a large num-
ber of experis in handwriting. It was
evident that under the proposed altera-
tion there would bhe a very good chance
of duplicate voting. Again il must be
remembered that there were many per-
sons in an electorate of the same name,
and  sueh oceunrrences frequently gave
rise to suspicion of impersonation and
«luplication of voting. The experience
ot the Commonwealth Aet with regard
to  subdistricts was that impersovalion
and duplieation of votes were made mere
easy than was the case under the State
Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Under
1he Federal Aet, although  there were
sub-districts,  the requivements  were

different from those sugeested under the
Bill. for in the former ease. if a man
desired (o vore outside of his parvtieular
sub-distriet, he had to make a Jdeclara-
tion hetore the returning officer. and thus
draw particndar  attention 1o his ease.
The matter was a very formal ime. The
clanse in the parent Aet provided that
A man could go inte a booth and say “1
am Johin Smith amd on the voll. {ive
ae a ballot paper.”” Then he wounld be
able te vute.  Under the propused allera-
tion however, it there were six polling
places in (he electorate of Perth tor in-
stance, an eleetoy would have 1o go to
that sob-distriet where iz name  ap-
peared on the voll.  In small distriets
where a man would not have to go more
than  halt-a-mile  from one  booth  to
anether, it was only right that this pro-
vision shoulid be made in wrder (o pre-
vent fraud. o a large and extensive
<isiriet  like that of  the member  for
Mount Margaret, in which it would he
almost impossible for a person to vote
in one sub-distriet and then be able to
wo to another polling hooth and exereise
his vote again. no fear ueed be experi-
enced of duplication of veiing: bat in
a smgll distriet i some alteration were
not made it would he easv, as was the
case under (he existing Aet, for a man
to #o infto one booth, wive his name,
prove that he was on the roll. and vote,
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aid ihien go into another pulling hooth
not very Iar away and voie again,  The
cowrse adopted by the Commonwealth of
insisting oo a man who desired 1 vore
outsidle  his  particular  polling  bhootk
making a declaration was o long, clumsy
arrangement, and the proposed alteration
of the loeal Aet would place hing an o
mueh better  tooting,  The effect  of
erealing sub-distrietzs wonkl he excellent
and would insure that an elector would
only vole once.

My, Seaddan © The Governmenl were
given the power tu ereate sub-districts.

The ATTORNEY GEXFRAL: Of
eourse they were. and they were respon-
sible for their actions o Pavliament and
to the people.

Mr. T. L. Brown : Would thar »y=tem
be more clumsy than that of making a
man sign a deelavation that he was en-
titled to vote in a sub-distriet ¢

The ATTORNEY GENERAL ; This
provision was not meant to cope with con-
ditions that arose under Federal eloctor-
ates. [t was only meant to apply, and
enly ecould apply. in closely populated
electorates where polling booths were in
reach of one another.

Mr, ANGYWIN : In closely settled dis-
tricts people were better known ithan in
seattered distriets.  This provision was
inserted for the express purpose. appar-
ently, of making it convenient for people
to record their votes., IHe knew of cases
where people who had removed would he
compelled 1o walk three-quarters of o mile
ta record their votes when there was a
polling booth neay their door, The sub-
district roll as far as the Federal Aect
was concerned had been a great nuisance,
It had been said that this provision would
stop people from voting lwice. During
the ¥Fremantle election it was said thak
13 persons had voled twiee, but on a
serutiny of the official roll not one case
could be found of a person voting twice.
Very little of this was done. Tt any-
thing was (o be gained by cutting up elee-
torales inlo sub-distriets he would be in
favonr of it, but the present system had
worked well and no complaints had been
heard.

AMr. J. AL STUART @ The provision
wasz of a reactionary nature, and would
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leadd one te infer that the voting popula-
tion of the State were eriminals going
round on election days looking for a
ehance to perjure themselves. That was
the inference that might be dvawn from
this legislation. If the clanse were put
in operation there would he a confusion
as to the boundaries of sub-districts, and
it wonid penalise people in the back coun-
fry. There was not one-hundredth part
of the impersonation which was supposed
to exist. A lot of the restrictions should
be removed and the voting econditions
amplified. There was no necessity for
muny of the safeguards. We should by
to pass up-to-date legislation. TIf this
clanse were earried it would mean that
the Bill wouitd have to be amended far-
ther on, tor according to Clanse 117 the
presiding ofticer in the polling booth
would have to ask each voter as be came
up to vote wliether he was well known in
the district. The clause would not serve
any good purpose and would not prevent
duplieation or impersonation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
substantive part of the Leader of the Op-
position’s objection would be to Sub-
clange (d.) of Clause 97, which gave
power to create sub-disirigts. If that
subclause were struck out the definition
would be struck out consequentially, hav-
ing in itself no power whatever. [Mr.
Hudson : But the provisions for sub-dis-
tricts was found throughout the Bill.]
Only in Clauses 19 and 97. The Bill was
drafted not by himself only but by the
Electoral Department, after consideration
of electoral schemes in Australia. New
Zealand, and other countries with repre-
sentative government. He would consult
the department and ascertain fully their
reasons for providing sub-distriets, and
when we reached Claunse 97 would place
all the facts before the Committee.

Mr. BATH withdrew ihe amendment.
Betier have the discussion on Clause 97.

AMr. COLLTER : The Attorney General
rould ascertain from the Federal authori-
ties that they were absolutely opposed to
ihis provision,

Amendment by leave withdrawn ;
clanse passed.

Clause 5—agreed to.
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Clause 6—Registrars and returning
ofticers :

Mr. ANGWIN
ment :—

That the word “ inspectars ” be inserted

after “such,” in lime 1.
Hitherto there had beewr an Inspector of
Partiamentary Rolls, an  lhonest officer
who made one mistake by reporting
illegalities.

The Attorney General: Were we heve
to discuss whether the claims of an in-
dividual officer had been properly recog-
nised ¢ .

The CHAIRMANW : The lion. member
eould not diseuss any individual officer or
cx-officer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL opposed
the amendment. The clause provided
certain officers to carry out duties sub-
sequently specified. If inspectors were
appointed there would be nothing for
them to do.

Mr. BATH opposed the amendment.
We had enough to do to make this a
workable Act for present purposes with-
out providing for future eontingencies.

Mr. ANGWIN - The Bill provided for
an eleetoral census.

The Attorney General : And the office
work would be done by clerks.

Mr. ANGWIN : In this disgreeeful
measure evervthing was attempted to pre-
vent people from voting. Last week he
found in East Fremantle over thirty
names omitted from the voll at the last
electoral  census. He withdrew the
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn; clause
passed.

Clauses 7 to 15—agreed to.

Clause 16—Disqualification of ofticers v

Mr. BATH moved an amendment that
the following he added 1o Subelause 1:—

But this cection shall not apply to per-
sons authorized under the Act to wilness
claims for enrolment.

The interpretation of * uofficer ™ would
cover persons who would witness elaim
forms : aml  whatever necessity there
might be tor seeing that officers ap-
pointed under the Aeci should not hold
amy posttions in a politieal organisation.
nothing would be gained, but mueh would
be Iost By making the provision apply to

moved an amend-
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persons who witnessed claims for enrol-
ment. There was no possibility of any
abuse eoming about through the amend-
ment, because there were ample safe-
guards in the Bill. The registrar had full
power to see that any elaim that should
not be adnitted was not put on the roll.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
object of the Bill was to exclude from the
Jischavge of any duty under the Bill those
who might be political partisans, no mat-
ter to what organisations they belonged.
As a general proposition that was worthy
of full support. We must rigidly exelude
from any duties under the Bill those who
were political partisans. But the bon.
member wished to evade that provision to
the extent of providing that those who
had the right te withess c¢laims might be-
long to political organisations. There
would be no hesitation in saying that
those connected with political organisa-
tions should be excluded from witnessing
claims. The Bill provided that justices
of the peace, returning officers; post-
masters, eivil servants, school teachers,
memhers of the police force, and other
persons appointed by the Minister eould
witness claim forms. The range was so
wide that one could imagine no diffieulty
arising from paueity of witnesses.

My, Scaddan : Could not civil servants
be members of political organisations?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Every
-eivil servant had a right to his political
views, but his services were retained by
the State, and he had no right to be in a
pelitical organisafion. Members must see
that officers under this Bill must be re-
moved from any possible stigma of poli-
tical partisanship.

Mr, Collier : \What about justices of
the peace?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A jus-
tice of the peace who was an officer of
a political organization could not act.

Mr. Collier : Justices of the peace
might be biased.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Jus-
tices of the peace were taken from all
sections of the community. Certainly
they were biased. If a man was not
biased his views were not worth having;
but a justice of the peace must not he an
.aetive member of a political asseeiation
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else he should not witness claim forms.
[Mr. Angwin: Why the necessity for wit-
nessing claim forms?] We were not dis-
cussing that point, but the prineiple
carried out in this clause of excluding
from holding an office under this Bill any
person holding an office in a political or-

ganisation.
Mr. Scaddan : Only the other day the
Minister appointed officers who were

members of political organisations to
act under the present statute. Was not
the secretary of the Trades and Labour
Couneil, who was appointed, an officer of
a politieal organisation?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL hoped
not. If the hon. member would give as-
surance that the secretary of the Trades
and Labour Council was an official of a
political organisation

My, Scaddan: The gentleman was sec-
retary of a trades and labour organisa-
tion,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Under
the present law there was no qualification;
any person could be an officer, but no
one was appointed at present to receive
elaims. The hon. member meant that this
gentleman was appointed to take postal
votes.

Mr. Seaddan: No, it was an appoint-
ment as assistant registrar.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was merely for giving information, At
present information was scaftered hroad-
east through the country, '

Mr. Scaddan: Did not this gentleman
receive claims?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not by
virtne of the appointment.

Mr. Scaddan: Was not that the Min-
ister’s objeet in appointing the gentle-
man?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Any
person could collect claims now and take
them to the registrar. No appointment
was necessary for collecting elaims. How-
ever, we should seek m this Bill to carry
out the principle of exeluding from hold-
mg office any person holding office in a
politieal organisation or who might be a
partisan. .

Mr. BATIH: Encouragement should be
given to people in cvery way possible to
get on the roll, but it appeared from the
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objections raised by the Attorney Gen-
eral that he wus in reality taking steps
which would limit the opportunities of
people desirous of beecoming enrolled. Any
person authorised to witness claims would
probably have political bias and perhaps
strong politieal opinions, but not one of
them would place any obstacle in the way
of enrolling a voter, whoever he might be.
The amendment only applied to the ques-
tion of giving people a ehanee to put in
their claims for getting on the roll.

Mr. HEITMANN: In introducing the
measure the Attorney General said his
desire was to facilitate persons getting
on the voil, but if only the officers named
in Clanse 204 were allowed to witness
claims at least 35 per cent. of the electors
in Cue, if it were necessary that they
should again have to apply to get their
names put on the roll, wounld be able to
be enrolled. He could see no harm in
eleetors putting in claim forms without
the applications being witnessed. Had it
not heen for the officers of the unions in
his district there would not be one-half
of the names on the roll there were at
the present time. Why should the At-
torney General try to prevent this, even
if the officers belonged to some particular
society?  During the past few months
officers had been in the streets at Day
Dawn and Cue trying to get the rolls up
to date. The Atltorney General did not
appear to be sincere in his expressed de-
sire to get electors on the rolls. There
were very many places on the Murchison
where there were none of the persons
mentioned in the Bill as being entitled
to take elaims.

Mr. SCADDAN : Surely a person hold-
ing a position In a political society was
entitled to witness a claim,  Since the
Attorney General had been administering
the Act he had appointed a large number
of electoral agents. [The Attorney Gen-
eral: That was for the purpose of dis-
seminating information.] Among those
persons were not to be found officers of

political  organisations, but he could
not for the life of him see
why  they should he  prevented

from heing appointed electoral agents.
He mentioned the case of the seeretary
of the Trades and Labour Council in Kal-
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goorlie; that was only one case out of
many. The Attorney (eneral had not
appointed these persons but he had se-
lected the position. The town clerk at
Kalgoorlie had been appointed as an
electoral agent. Because a person had
a political opinion and put it into force,
were we to preveni that person from duv-
ing anything under the Bill? As this
provision only applied to persons ap-
pointed to witness elaims it should have
no politieal effect at all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Politi-
eal agents were the disseminating means
for making common knowledge to all
persons in the community as to what
were the provisions of the electoral law.
As to any other powers than acting as
disseminating agents they had none at
all.  The reason that it would be ob-
jectionable to have officers of political
organisations witnessing claims was that
it would be clearly desired by an officer
of an organisation to take a very chari-
table view of any case, instead of doing
as an officer should do, satisfy himself of
the bona fides of a person appearing be-
fore him. An official of an organisation
wonld not be too scrupulous about it.

Mr., Bath: The people of Western Aus-
tralin were not all conviets, they only
wanted votes.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
very apparent that every struggle was
to be made to bring impurity into the
Bill and to make it open to abuse, but
he {the Attorney General) would see it
was not so. The only exceptions taken
to the measure were exceptions where
impurity was barred, and the struggle
was to open the door again. If a man
transferred himself at the present time
from one electorate to another the trans-
fer had to be witnessed. In New Zea-
land, Queensland and New South Wales
where modern legislation had been passed
in regard to the electoral laws, far more
precautions were taken than we took.
He had taken but the minimum precan-
tions and insisted where 1t was necessary
that all preecautions should be iaken to
insist on purity. He found instead of
getting assistance that was where objec-
tion was taken. Wherever he strove to
secure purity there he got opposition.
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Was it likely to ereate the slightest hard-
ship that officials of organisations were
debarred from discharging this duty
when there were thousands of other peo-
ple who had no interest exeept that which
every human person had fov another.
The offieials of organisations had an in-
terest to mislead. It was impossible for
a man to be in a pobhtieal organisation
and not identify himself with the sue-
cess of that organisation, and who would
not streteh a point in its favour. He
wanted to block that, whether it was the
National Political League or any other
leagne, so that electors would have no
inducement offered to them to do any-
thing that was wrong.

Mr. BATH: The Attorney General
had rvisen with considerable wrath to say
that we wanted to oppose his desire to
have purity in elections, and he had at-
tempied to bolster that absurd statement
by quoting the electoral law of other com-
munities. As far as New Zealand was
eoncerned, if the Attorney General wished
te give a correct statement to the House
he st know that in New Zealand the
électoral claims had only to be witnessed
by another elector, and if the Attormey
General wished to go to the community
which had the purest rolls, the greatest
proportion of people envolled, the great-
est percentage of votes recorded on elee-
iion day, and the wmost liberal legislation,
he must go to New Zealand to find it. He
(Mr. Bath) was not here to attempt to
give facilities for impurity in elections;
he was here to prevent it. But he
would not support any proposal
deliberately aimed in the interest of
a party of disfranchised elecims. The
State Constitution provided for adult
sufirage, and the Bill should pro-
vide facilities for envoiment. The At-
torney General’s proposals for disfran-
cltisement might he right if we were a
eommunity of conviets; but 99 per cent. of
peuvple wished only to vote once and no
more. This propoesal, in common with
Clause 204, would mean that the leisured
classes in the towns, people who worked
five or six hours a day, would have no
difficulty i getting enrvolment, but great
difficulties would confront thousands of
workers.  No  ofiicer of a  politieal
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in Connnittee.

vrgauisativn should be allowed o aet
as registrar, veturning officer, or poll
clerk, but wreat hardship would be in-
flicted if sueh a person were prevented
from witnessing ¢laims. Even the pro-
vision to eompel elaims to be witnessed
by certain persons was reactionarvy, The
Attarney General could not show that
the cexisting  provisions had ever baen
abused. 1l the old davs of the gold-
fieids, meu of all shades of palitical
opinion had united to envol the people.
Why make it diffieult to have elaims
filed? Abuses were provided fur subse-
quently in the Bill.  The ¢laimant would
have (o chase a justice of the peace,
sclioolmaster, or other authorised person,
Working men were busy while sueh per-
sons were available, and after working
howrs must seek them in the strects or
in their private residences, and in dis-
tani places would be unable to envol at
all.  The Attorney General’s suspicions
of his political opponents might be
divected to aseertain whether thiz wasg
net a proposal deliberately put forward
to prevent the enrvolment of clectors,
We were heve to frame a machinery Aet
to faecilitate and not to prevent voting.

Mr. T. L. BROWN regretied the At-
torney General’s rage at the amendment,
Such tacties would not prevent the Oppu-
sition from deing thelr duly. In many
distriets there was neither jusfice of the
peace. sehool teacher, nor other Govern-
ment affieial; and fo make a sworn de-
elaration 2 man wust {ravel sine four-
teen miles. In the Pilbarra Distriet
officinls of political leagues npposed to
him (My, Brown) honestly and fairly
did their best to enrol the eleelurs.

The Minister for Works: What politi-
en! nssociation was there in the Geraldton
district other than the Labour Party®

Mr., T. I. BROWN: There was the
National League.

The CHAIRMAX: The inierjection
being irrelevant, the hon. member must
not reply to it.

Mr. T. .. BROWN: Tt could not be
sald that the Oppuosition had treaied the
Bill unfairly, that they had done more
than was their econstitutional right e do.
If the Atiorney General would have the
matter dealt with calmly he waould have
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a Bill passed that he would he proud of,
otherwize the measare would not reflect
eredil on him, or on these assisting lim
1o pass it. i we limited the number of
persons before whom elaim Forms could
be sizned it would be u hardship on those
who were seitling on the land.  Anyvone
should be eligible 10 witness a elaim form.

Me. FOULKES: [ was diffienlt to
tollow the argument of members oppuosite.
His svmpathies were with the candidate,
and if the National League and the Poli-
tieal Labour Party hoth seui out otficers
to witness claim forms,  which  really
meant (o colleet elabn forms, any eandi-
dafe not receiving the support ot either
party would feel unsafe i those oflicers
of those organisations were sitting along-
side the returning ofticer at the counl of
the votes.

My, Bath: It was not sought to have
those offieers at the counting of the vales.
That wax not the object of the amend-
ment at all.

Mr. FOULKES: DPeople whoe went
round ecollecting  claims  should not  be
allowed to assist the rveturning alficer,

Mr. HUDSON conld nat see how harm
conld be done by allowing anyvone to wit-
ness claims.

Ameudment put, zad a division tzaken
with the following result:—

Aves - .. B W
Noes . - O
Majority against .. B
AYES. Nors,
Mr. Aapwin Mr. Brebler
Mr. Bath b Mr. Eddy
Mr. T. L. Brown Mr, Ewing
Mr. Collier 1 Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Holmun + Mr, Gonlon
Mr. Hudson Mr. Gregory
Mr. Seaddan Mr. Gull
Mr. Stuart Mr. Hardwick
Mr, Taylor Mr. Haywanl
Mr. Cuderwoud Mr, Eeenan
Mr. Ware Mr. McLarty
Mr. Heitmunn {Teller). Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr, Price
Mr, Swith
Mr, Stone

Mr, Layman (Teilce),

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. SCADDAN moved an amendment
in Subelause 2—

That the word “knowingly™ he inserted
after vofficer.”

28 Avarsr, 1907,
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An olficer might become a candidaie with-
out his knowledge, and provision should
be made to prevent the clause being
broughl imo operation in such a ease,
This could he done by making it neces-
sary that the officer shonld be aware of
the fact that he was a eandidate,

The ATTORNEY ((EXERAL accepled
the amendment.

Amendment passed: clanse ax amended
acread (o, .

Progress reporled. and leave wviven {o
=it again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at ten iinules
past 11 o'elock, unti] the next day,

Tegislative Council,
Thursday, 20th Auguat 1507 .

Pace
Questions : E‘ree?ummt‘un\gﬂcn]tuml Luhourcrh 1179
Bonuses for Iudustries . 1150
Railwny Froject, Bolgurt - . 1180
Goldfields Water Supply 1150
Sewuge Filter Beds, (1} s to Slte, ("') us to
vunsulting Engiceer . 1180
Bille: Port Hedland-Marble Bar Bmluny, Com,
reported - . 1181
Workers’ Cumpenmt:on Act Amendment, 2%,
moved 1181
Federal new Turiff, Joint Comumittee’s form of
Remongtrance repurted and adopted .. 1185

The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at
430 o’elock pom.

Frasvers,

QUESTION—FREE FARMS FOR

AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS.

Hon. . THROSSELL asked the
Colomial Secretary ;' In view of the
importance of offering encouragement to



